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The Errors and Superſtitions of Popery, 


to the Reformed Religion, by Means of a 
Proteſtant Gardener, her Servant. 


Wherein is ſhewn, 

Her great and unparalleled Sufferings, on the 
Account- of her ſaid Converſion; as alſo, her 
wonderful Deliverance from two Aſſaſſins, hired 
by a Popiſh Prieſt to murder her: And of her 
miraculous Preſervation in a Wood for two 

| Years; and how ſhe was at laſt providentially 
found by her Huſband ; who, together with her 
Parents, were brought over to the embracing of 
the true Religion, as were divers others alſo. 


ow To which is added, 


A brief Account of the preſent ſevere Perte- 
cutions of the French Proteſtants. 
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The Cory of a LET TER ſeat 

from a French Proteſtant Miniſter in 

France, to his Friend in Landon, with 
the following Relation. 


in very good Hund. 


0 AVING received yours the 1 3th 
07h of April, N. S. I was not a little 
v "overjoyed, even in my ſuffering,'to hear 
you are well ſettled in a country; where 
you have the freedom of enjoying the 
« exerciſe of the true religion, a thing to 
« be valued above all other earthly bleſ- 
„ ſings; and not only that, but T am much 
more glad to find you inform me, that 
| © rhe climate fo well agrees with you and 
our family, that you have been health- 
ul ever ſince you departed from me and 
the reſt of your dear friends here; tho? 
> * many 
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many of us, and particularly myſelf, la- 
bour under many ſufferings and afflic- 
tions; I having (with many others) lan- 


guiſhed a long time in priſon, for the 


ſake of a good conſcience, afflicted with 0 
much ſickneſs; by reaſon of my cloſe 


confinement, which (bleſſed be the name 8 
of God enabling me) I have borne with | 
patience; though many have died unp- 


tied of their cruel perſecutors, yet the 4 


cry of innocent blood may in time make 
them cry, How hard it is to kick a ainſt 7 


the pricks ; yet my prayers are, that in- 
ſtead of ſending any fearful judgment 
on theſe Popiſh adverſaries, God would 
turn their hearts, enlighten their under- 
ſtandings, make them ſee the errors f 
their ways, and repent of the many evils 
they have done to the poor Proteſtants, 
without any manner of cauſe or proro- 


cation, to whom their rage and malice 
extend even beyond death; for they ſtill 7 
continue their old way of denying them 
Chriſtian burial. But this is all our com- 
fort, It matters not where our bodies lie, 
if. fo be our ſouls are infolded in Chriſt's 
arms. Yet among the miſeries and threats 
of death, which I have undergone in 


taking care of the FAIRER welfare of 
e * | 
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thoſe that God has committed to my 
charge, I cannot but be greatly comfort- 
ed when you tell me the French Prote- 


ſtant church in England flouriſhes; and 
that the members of it wall worthy of 


their calling, gaining by their inoſfenſive 


way of living, a good repute among 


ſtrangers, when in their native country 
ſo much inhumanity appears towards 
thoſe of the Reformed Profeſſion; for 
the perſecution in many places rages {till 

by their impoveriſhing of thouſands of 
families. But not to be tedious to you, 
having nothing left to ſend you but my 
good wiſhes and prayers, except the 
incloſed account of a very ſtrange, but 


bleſſed alteration in the family of the 


Count Alanſon, a worthy nobleman, well 


knowa to you, I have drawn it up upon 


the ſtricteſt inquiry into the truth of all 
the material circumſtances, as well as my 
ſufferings, and ſpare no time that the 
care of thoſe under my charge would 


permit; and ſend it to you as a token of 


my love, for the many kindneſſes I have 
received at your hands: and that ſo you 
might communicate it to others, and make 


it public if you ſee occaſion: that all may 
be made ſenſible of the wonderful good- 
ä « neſs 
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« neſs of almighty God, and praife him 
« for the works he doth unto the chil- 
« dren of men. For the certainty of what 
% have written, tho” 1 have been obliged 
for method-ſake to ufe a few expreſſions 
of my own, you may firmly rely on my 
integrity, who am always a wel-wiſher © 


to the health of your ſoul] and body. 
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N writing of the following relation, 
by wherein injured innocence and oppreſ- 

ſed virtue does ſo eminently triumph 

over all the rage and malice both of men 
and devils, 1 ſhall not ſtudy to adorn my 
ſtile with flowers of rhetoric, but lead 

thee by the clue of truth into the adorable 
myſteries of divine providence, which are 

here difplayed in ſuch a ſeries of wonders 

as can ſcarce be paralleled. As an intro- 

duction to which, I will a little conſider 
how the divine goodneſs delights to 
bring light out of darkneſs, and makes 
even the wicked confound themſelves in 
their own devices, that out. of their evil. 
deſigns he may bring good to paſs. 
For, as Joſeph's being fold into Egypt, 
and there falſely accuſed of adultery, ad- 
vanced him next to a throne, and turned 
to the ſhame of his accuſing miſtreſs aud 
; treacherous brethren; (tho' at the begin- 
A 4 ning 


2 The FRENCH Gorwert. 
ning, God meant it for good) that he 
might be inftrumental to preſerve his fa- 
ther and his houſhold alive, and turned” 
the malice of the patriarchs into a bleſſing; + 
ſo themiſeries and extraordinary ſufferings 
of the noble lady whoſe ſtory 1 am going 
to recite, were made ule of by divine pro- 
vidence, as a means of the converhon of 
her husband, parents, and many others, to 
the true religion; which, as ſhe has often 
ſince ſaid, has been a very ample and glo- 

rious recompence. But I ſhall not anti- 
cipate what with more ſatisfaction you will 


find in the relation itſelf 4 which take 28 
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In Pritany, one of is faireſt provinces 
of France, there lately lived Count Alan- 
fon, a perſon of noble extraction, and of an 
eſtate ſuitable to the greatneſs of bis 
birth, and thofe noble qualities that en- 
riched his mind: who being a lover 
of military actions, was eaſily perſuaded” 
to ſerve the king in the wars, where 
having an eminent command given him, 
he behaved himſelf with a bravery that 
gained him the admiration of his ene- 
mies, the love of his friends, and freſh 
© Rag of his king, who took particular 

notice 
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notice of his great performances. But in 
the intervals of two or three campaigns, 6 
be caſt his eyes upon one Deidamia, a 


young lady of a quality not inferior to him - 


| ſelf in birth, whoſe beauty and virtue were 
= equally atradiive : to her he made his ad- 
* dreſſes, and the equality of their birth, and 
the ſuitableneſs of their diſpoſitions, made 
his conqueſt the more eaſy; ſo that in a 


little time they were contracted and marri- 
ed, to their mutual joy and ſatisfaction. 
This happy eouple having for a whole 
winter enjoyed the bleſſing of each other's 
mutual love and endearing affections, with - 
out the leaſt umbrage of any interpoſing 


? cloud that might give any allay to their 


happineſs; at length the ſpring came on, 
and the armies gathering together, ſum- 
moned Alanſon from the repoſe he took 
in the foft embraces of his chaſte and lov- 
ing wife, to the field of war, to act his 
part again upon that ſtage of honour, where 


he had already acquired fo much reputation. 
But he never ſeemed ſo unwilling to court 


fame abroad, as now ſince he muſt of ne- 
ceſſity leave behind him the deareſt part 
of himſelf; he had many ſtrugglings and 


cCombats in his mind, which feemed to 
de divided between love and honour; 


A 5 he 


4 The FRENCH Convert. 2 
he was loth to leave his lady, and yet 

unwilling to have his reputation ſullied- 
And theſe different paſſions in the mind 
cauſed fuch an alteration in his counte- 
pance, that it was taken notice of by his * 
lady, who not knowing the cauſe, was the 


field. His lady, when. he talked of leav- 


more troubled at it; and therefore follow- 
ing him one day into the garden, whither 
he had retired to conſider with himfelf what 
he had beft to do, ſhe earneſtly prefled him 
to let her know what it was that troubled 


him; for ſhe had fer ſome time, ſhe ſaid, 


obſerved he was diſquieted, but could not 


tell at what; and ſhe was fearful ſhe might, 


though the knew it not, be the occaſion 


of it; adding, command me in any thing a 


wife can juſtly do and 1 am all obedience. 
This tender carriage of his lady ad- 
ded freſh fuel to the fire of his afflic- 


tions, and made him fil}. far more un- 0 


willing to leave her. Wherefore cauſing 
her to ſit down by him, he told her, 


She was indeed the innocent occaſion of 
his trouble, for her great love and ten- 
| dernefs to him had ſo engaged his heart 


to her in. a reciprocal affection, that he 
knew not how to. think of leaving her, 
though honour. called him loudly to the 
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1 happineſs, and how little we can pro- 
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leaving her, was hardly kept from fwoon- 


ing in his arms, and could not forbear 


> faying, What! muſt we part then? ah 


wretched Deidamia! and ſtraitway ſhe fell 
a weeping : her tears did fo prevail upon 
the Count, that love had now obtained an 


entire victory, and he reſolved to ſtay at 
home with Deidamia ; and therefore in- 
treated her to dry up lier tears, and be 
comforted: for he had now come to 2 re- 
; ſolution, rather to undergo ſome hard cen- 


ſures for ſtaying at home, than by go- 
ing to the camp to leave his dear Deida- 
mia difconſolate.---Theſe kind aſſurances 
of her husband gave her that ſatisfaction 
which foon ſhewed itſelf in a chearful coun- 
renance ; and the endearing expreſſions 
ſhe gave the Count on that occaſion, made 
him conclude they were, both happy in 
each other's love. | | 

Bur behold che inconſtancy of worldly 


miſe ourſelves of it here! we may in- 


* deed both purpoſe and reſolve, but we 


can't fecure ourſelves from diſappoint- 
ments; the footſteps of divine provi- 
dence are often hard to trace. Henee it 
is. that we are told by the inſpired Pen- 
man, That the ways of God are in the 
h A deep. 
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deep, ard his paths inthe great waters, 
and his foutſleps are not known. And we 
fee often, whatever pleaſing proſpect of 
felicity we have in view, fome unforeſeen 
occaſion, or ſudden turn of providence, 
deſtroys it, and in a moment deprives us 
of that happineſs which we had promiſed 
to ourſelyes for many years: and yet theſe 
changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, are 
ſo diſpoſed and ordered by God's provi- 
dence, that in the end they evidently work 
together for their good. And thus it fell 
out in the inſtance before us; for whilſt 
Alanfon and his Deidamia delighted! in each 
' Other, and were both happy in their con- 

jugal affection, an accident fell out, that 
put him under a neceſſity of going to the 
camp, which was, that a colonel's place 4 
in the regiment of Picardy being vacant, i 
a relation of Alanſon's at Court, ont of a 
too officious kindneſs, put the king in 
mind of the good ſervices of Alanſon, Se 5 
deſired his majeſty to beſtow that AT 1 
vpon him: to which his majeſty (be ng * 
ſenſible of his former bravery and good |: 
ſervice) readily conſented, and ordered his 
commiſſion to be ſent to him; which was 
done accordingly. When Alanſon received 
this commiſſion from the purſuivant Who 
| 2 brought 
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brought it, he gave him a generous re- 
Ward for his pains; but was not very well 
pleaſed, either with the new honour his 
2 Majeſty had given him, nor with his kinſ- 
man's too officious kindneſs in procuring 
it; becauſe it put him under a neceſſity of 
= parting from his lady, which gave him a 
very ſenſible diſpleaſure: but knowing 

chat by his commiſſion he was engaged 
too far for a retreat, his care was how ta 
make his Deidamia as eaſy as he could: 


and therefore calling her to take a turn 


= with him in the garden, and leading her 


into an arbour covered with jeſſamine, he 


thus began to tell her the unwelcome news 


that had been brought him, My deareſt 


! Deidamia, let me conjure. you not to be 
3 troubled at what I am now going to tell 
vou, but if you will oblige me, do it by 
2 ſhewing your reſolution and fortitude of 
= mind; and yer J cannot but own, that our 
; 2 reſolves, like little heaps of ſand, are quick- 
ly brought to nothing; but the decrees of 
Heaven, like the foundations of the earth, 
are fixed for ever. *Twas in this very ar- 
bour, my deareſt Deidamia, that I reſolv- 
ed to ſtay at home with thee, and not re- 
turn to the campaign in Flanders: and I 
appeal to him who knows my heart, how 


8 The FRENCH ndert. 
firmly 1 intended; but fee here, how I am 
forced againſt my will to break my reſo- 
tation; (and with that ſhewed her the 
commiſſion the king had ſent him to. be 


colonel of the regiment of Picardy) and 
now you ſee, my Deidamia, the neceſſity 


that Hes upon me to leave you for a time; 


but though our bodies be divided, we will 


have one ſoul and love, whilſt providence 
denies us to live together. And whilſt I 
in the field am fighting for my country; 
you ſhall ſtay here and pray for my ſuc- 
ceſs: and if it pleaſes God that I return, 
which I do not doubt at all, for Heaven 
] am ſure will hear your fervent prayer) 
it will be a new addition to my joy, to lay 
thoſe laurels | fhall win in battle, at Dei- 
damia's feet. Poor Deidamia heard this 


heavy news with a ſad heart, but anſwer- 


ed with piety and prudence worthy of her- 
ſelf, that ſince what happened was not 


of his ſeeking, but what the providence 
of God had called him to, ſhe thought 


it was her duty (though ſhe could hardly 
do it without xeluftance) to acquieſce 


in the divine diſpoſal of human acti- 
ons, and would endeavour to ſtiffe her 


refentments, rather than give him = 
farther trouble: Alanfon being no | 
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pleaſed with Deidamia's prudence than 


5 kind affection, which he expreffed by 
ſeveral tender things he told her, 7 


bimſelf to the getting ready of ot 


uipage, in order to his „ preg 
thi ſertting the affairs bis family, 
ordered Antonio his chaplain, who was 


a friar of the order of St. Francis, to 


fay a folemn maſs for his ſucceſs in the 


* field, and the protection of his lady 


and family m his abſence; recommend- 
ing his deareſt Deidamia to the care of 
Antonio his chaplain, 'and Fronovius his 
ſteward to his houſhold, in theſe words: 
To your care, in my abſence, I recom- 
mend the ſafety and welfare of my belov- 
ed lady, the moſt virtuous and loving of 
wives: and charge you, as you expect to 


anſwer it to God and me, be obedient to 


all her commands; comfort and cheriſh her 
in her ſolitude, and ſee that all my do- 
meſtics pay the like exact reſpects. This, 
and much more, they faithfully pro- 
miſed to obſerre. Then giving liberally 


do each ſervant, and having notice that 
5 his equipage was ready, and divers gen- 
2 tlemen on horfeback waited to accom- 
pany him, he took his ſolemn leave of 
4 his dear Deidamia, whoſe ſad preſaging 


heart 
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eart was overcome with grief to that 
degree, that ſhe could only ſpeak theſe 
few prophetic words; Ah, my dear lord, 
may Heaven prevent my fears! But wy 
poor heart forbodes that- this wili be a 
long and fatal parting. To which the 
Count replied, Do not caſt down thyſelf, 
dear Deidamia, by the indulging of ſuch 
melancholy fancies ; but aſſure yourſelf, 
Ill haſten my return as much as poſſible, 
and 1 will ſend to you as often as I can. 
And in the mean time ſhall commit you to 
the protection of the Almighty, the bleſſed 
virgin mother, and all the holy ſaints and 
angels; and ſealing his affection on her lips 
with gentle kiſſes, he took his leave of 
her, and rid away, not thinking he had left 
an innocent dove to the protection of two 
ravenous vultures. 

It is not much to my purpoſe to tell 
you, how well he was received at the 
Lond of his command by the Duke of 
Luxemburgh, or what brave exploits his 
courage carried him- through, ſince nei- 


Paris, have been wanting to ſpeak bis 
commendation : I therefore omit it, (un- 


leſs in ſome paſſages, where it will, in 
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be neceſlary to mention ſome particulars) 
and ſnall continue with the ſorrowful 
Dtieidamia, who after his departure, ſeem- 

ed to have baniſhed all comfort from her 
breaſt; all that ſhe found was in her de- 
votions and prayers to Almighty God, for 
dis Protection and fafe return, greatly af- 
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ſeecting ſolitude; and as much as the could, 
» + avoiding the viſits of divers ladies, who 
„ (as they ſaid) came to make her merry, 
and divert her melancholy, ſhe being very 
> _7 well beloved, beth by the nobility and 
+ > gentry, for her comely carriage, modeſt 
4 > behaviour, ſweetneſs of temper, and affa- 
s = bility. Wn, On: os 
f 2 - Inthe cool of the day ſhe uſually made 
t it her buſineſs to retire into her garden 
o penſive and alone, it being by the care and 


diligence of the gardener, kept and order- 
11 2:7 ed like another Paradiſe, ſtored with great 
variety of choice plants and flowers, adorn- 
Z ed with pleaſant fountains, and ſeveral de- 
2 lighrful arbours, ſhaded over with inter- 
> wining jeſſamine, in which the and her ab- 
ſent Lord had paſſed ſome joyful, as well as 
ſad hours, and at the remembrance of them 
2% would ſadly weep, then pray (according to 
he cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow pray- * 
ing to ſaints) to the tutelary ſaints for his 
= protection : 
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Protection: And ſo drying up her tears; 


would walk thence again, taking but little | 8 


reſt in any place: But one time paſſing 


by a bed of tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard 


ber gardener (for ſo he was called) buſy 


in watering them, and erecting ſuch as de- 
clined their drooping heads, gecaſioned 
by the heat of the ſun's too ſcorching 
beams; ſhe had often in this man obſerv ?- 


ed a harmleſs native innocence, aceompani- 


ed with acute ingenuity ; (and indeed a gar- 
dener who underſtands his buſineſs as ne 
ought to do, muſt be an ingenious man) 


and therefore imagined it might adminiſter 
to her ſome advantage to hold diſcourſe 
with him in what related to the myſte- 
ries of gardening, thinking it no underva- 
luing, though he was her menial ſervant, 
ſince ſhe had often read, That kings, 


rinces, and other great and wife men had |» 
voluntarily become of this occupation: Ihat 


Adam, when governor 95 all the world, 
Was ed in it by GOD himſelf; fa 


that coming cloſe to film whillt his hands 
were bulied at his work; the man by his 
ear, (his back being towards her) being 
mformed of ſomebody's approach, ſu 
denly - jm up, and ſeeing his beauti- 
ful la y near him, was a little ſur- 
prized, 
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prized, and would have retired to give her 
the more freedom in her walks, but ſhe 
prevented him by ſaying, Bernard, Pray do 
nut let me hinder you in your buſineſs ; I come 
vn purpoſe to wy a your dexterity 1n gar- 
diening; I ſee you mind it with a juſt diit- 
gende though your lord is abſent. Madam re- 
plied he) I beg your ladyſbip's pardon, in 
that I tell you, I am no eye na as well 
f knowing I muſt give an account to God, as 
7 well as to man, if ] am negligent in what 
I I promiſe to perform, and amintruſled with, 
1 7 Deidamia ftood ſurprized at the man's 
n) plain, bur ingenious reply; and changing 
if. ſomewhat the manner of her diſcourſe, 
T '* aſked him divers queſtions about the vir- 
tues, natures, qualities, and production of 
flowers and plants, &c. in all which he 
fatisfied her to her admiration ; by which 

7; 8 ſhe perceived him better learned in the 
= myſteries of nature, than ſbe expedted from 
> one of his profeſſion. And to be brief, ſhe 
often held ſuch innocent converſation 
with him, when at any time ſhe found 
„ bim buſy in the garden, being much 
delighted to hear him diſcourſe how 
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much of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God might be learned from the works 

of creation; ſor he had a particular fa- 
1 | culiy 


- 
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culty of ſpiritualizing his employment, 
and making his buſineſs ſerve, like Jacob's 
ladder, to carry him from earth to hea- 
ven. Which ſometimes cauſed her to re- 
flect, that this man was ſomething more 
than he appeared to be, (in which indeed 
ſhe was not much miſtaken) ſo that enter - 
taining a good opinion of him, ſhe order- 
ed his lodging to be changed for a better; 
and his coarſe and homely commons to be 
enlarged, above what was uſual to thoſe of 
his profeſſion and degree. 

But now Antonio the chaplain, however 
he had appeared like a ſaint to his maſter, 
began to ſhew himſelf a devil to his miſ- 


trels, and too plainly ſnewed his cloven 


foot; for though above fifty years of age, 
he had for ſome time harboured luſtful 


deſires towards the fair and beautiful Dei- 
damia, that he was now reſolved to attempt 


her. chaſtity, And tho? her virtue and her 
ſpotleſs chaſtity might very well have kept 


him from purſuing his unclean deſires, yet 


he flattered himſelf with hopes of obtain - 


ing his end, by corrupting the judgment: 
In which he found himſelf very much mi- 


ſtaken, as the ſequel will declare. For 


the divine goodneſs had a farther work to 


do for Deidamia.; who dene altogether 


ignor ant 


7 
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ignorant of what this wretch deſigned a- 
gainſt her honour, frequented her belov- 


ce garden as ſhe uſed to do; and one e- 
vening hearing the gardener reading in a 


lonely arbour, where he thought himſelf 
| ſecure (for he had induſtriouſly concealed 


his being a Proteſtant from any of the fa- 
mily) her curioſity to hear him, made her 


draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he could not hear 
ber: He was then reading the firſt chap- 
ter of the epiſtle to the- Romans, from 
the 2oth to the end of the 23d verſe, 
diz. For the inviſible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and God- 
head; ſo that they are without excuſe, be- 
cauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imagi- 
nations, and their fooliſh hearts were dark- 
{x encd; profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe they 
became fools, and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God, into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beaſts, and creeping things.” 
Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed, 
and with eyes lifted up to heaven, gave 
glory unto God, that he had preſerved 


* 
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him blameleſs from theſe offences againſt 4 
his divine majeſty, which through igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition had over-ſpread te 
greateſt part of Europe. O Lord, con- 
tinned he, I humbly beſeech thee, as I have 4 
already ſuffered perſecution for thy names 
ſake, and for the ſake of a good conſcience, 
ſo never let me depart from the ways of 
thy truth, to change thy incorruptible glo- 
5 into an image made like corruptible 
: And when he had faid this, tears 
ſtood in his eyes, and his words were ſuo- 1 
ceeded by ſighs. 1 
Neidamia? who had all this while at- 
Wer liſtened, found ſomething in her 
mind that made a ſudden uneaſy altera - 
tion, and thought to have gone away un- 
diſcovered : but then again, her zeal for 
the Romiſh religion, which ſhe thought he 
had reproached by deteſting image · wor- 
ſhip, carried her ſo far, that ſhe reſolved 
to give him a ſfarp reprimand, leſt he per- 
ſiſting further, until diſcovered by others, 
as ruin himſelf; tho? her goodneſs and 
gentle nature was not for working himany = 
injury by revealing it. But never was man 
more furprized than Bernard, when he ſaw 3 
her, whom at that time of the day he little 
ſuſpected, as not being uſual; yet collect- 


ing 
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ng his ſcattered ſenſes, he aroſe from his 
*® ſcat, and withal endeavoured to hide his 
Bible under his coat, thinking ſhe had 
been newly come, and might neither have 
heard him read, nor ſeen his Bible; but 
me, in a frowning manner, contrary to 
the wonted ſweetneſs of her temper, com- 
manded him to deliver it to her, that the 
flames might conceal his fault; and told 
him, ſhe would not for that time diſ- 
cover his being converſant with a book 
ſo ſtrictiy, by the church, prohibited to 
the laiety; for (continued ſhe) it is e- 
nough that we believe as the church be- 
lieves. without farther diſpute, or puz- 
Alling ourſelves with thoſe ſcruples and 
nnniceties which, in all probability, we 
may make a falſe conſtruction of, and 
Vvreſt even thoſe ſcriptures, that are the 
= rule of our faith, to our own damna- 
This ſmart diſcourſe, and the frowns in 
the fair Deidamia's countenance, did not in 
this caſe ſo much daunt Bernard as in ano- 
ther of Jeſs concern it might have done; 
but with ſome aſſurance, he replied, Ah, 
F< madam! I little thought of being ſurpriz- 


ed by you at my devotion, but ſince 1 


Lam, I cannot grant what you demand; 
5 . 8 * rather 
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rather you may command my body to the 
« flames, and as a willing martyr I will 4 
<« ſooner go, than betray the cauſe of God, 
in delivering up his holy word to be con- 14 
« ſumed, in which are contained all ing: 
« neceſlary to ſalvation: and it would be in 
a me an apparent contempt of that ſalvation, | A 
« ſhould I voluntarily, or through fear, caſt 
it from me. As to your ſaying, madam, 4 

c that the church has prohibited the add iy 
the uſe of this ſacred book, eſpecially in a | 
ce known tongue, I readily grant it; but, 0. 
4 moſt virtuous lady, you little know ther 4 
policy in that; it is not that they fear or 
4 care what miſconſtructions men make of | 
it; but becauſe it is like arrows in the 
« hand of a giant, ſtrong againſt mer 
« worldly intereſt, plainly diſcovering their 
« errors and groſs idolatries.”---He Would 
have proceeded, but the heat of zeal 
prompted her haſtily to interrupt him, - 
ing, Surely Bernard, you are diſtracted, or 
elſe, what is worſe, a heretic : I took you, 1 
to be wiſer, and more reaſonable, when 1 
diſcourſed with you the other day. Tru-} 1 
ly, madam, (replied he) as for my be- 
Ling in my right ſenſes,” I bleſs almighty 
God, he has in his mercy hitherto conti- 
* nued * to me; and for my being a he. 

* retic 
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e retic, pardon me; if St. Paul anſwers for 
1 me, when he was accuſed before Felix,. 
d, % ſaying, © But this I confeſs unto thee, 
a- after the way which they call bereſy, o 
vs BE worſhip 1 the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the law and 
the prophets. Upon this, Deidamia, who 
py nature was all goodneſs, gentleneſs and 
m, affableneſs, began to moderate her anger, 
ty and to conſider a little what he had ſaid; 
22 yet her zeal for the religion ſhe profeſſed, 
OX made her mildly rebuke him, and lay be- 
eir fore him the danger he was in, if his opi- 
or nion was diſcovered ; bidding him be cau- 
of tious and wiſe in what he did; though, for 
the her part, he need not fear but ſhe would 
Eir ſock up what ſhe had diſcovered, in her 
eirz breaſt, and it ſhould paſs no farther ; aud 
uld ſo departing, left him in ſome confuſion, 
zeal Deidamia, retiring to her chamber, be- 
ſay- gan to conſider what had paſſed, and re- 
„ or membered ſhe had often wept in her 
you tender years, when ſhe heard the cruel- 
en I ties the Roman Catholics uſed towards the 
"ru hugonots or  proteſtants in France; and 
be- difapproving of their perſecuting ſpirit, 
zhty as not of God; whoſe chiefeſt attribute is 
Dnt1-2F mercy, tender compaſſion, and forgiveneſs; 
a he- When, on the contrary, ſhe found thoſe 


retic S ; who 


| 
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who made rehgion ſo much their boaſt, 10 


very cruel, that, far from the inſtance of 


our Sa dinur's reſulng ta call for fire from 
heaven to conſume thoſe that had injurt- 
ouſly and deſpitefully uſed him, they made 
their very worſhip and devotions a ſnare, 


to bring thoſe under their cruel hand- 


lings, who had in no wiſe offended them, 


but in being ſeperated from them, and 1 
moving according to the dictates of their | 
conſcience. She had likewiſe abferved 


the harmleſſneſs and inoffenfive manner 
of living in the perfecuted, and often 
ſhewed fome Aiflike of the looſeneſs and 
unchriſtian practices of the perſecutors; 
To that although ſhe had a good opinion 
of the Romiſh religion, as having been 
brought up in it from her infancy, yet 
had ſhe not ſo of many of the profeſſors 


of it, who apparently derogated from the 


ways of virtue, and ſeemed to * 


ee. 
This wrought ſome labourings in her 


mind, through. the gracious operation of 
the Holy Spirit; and in her night- 
thoughts more ſeriouſly refledting on many 
things, and particulary on the:Gardener's 


expreſſion out of St. Paul's words to Felix 


it 
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it muſt be the finceriry of the Heart to- 
Vards God, more chan che ſhew, or out- 
ward name, or profeſſion of any religion, 


that renders the perſon acceptable in his 


ſight. In the midſt of theſe cogitations and 


debates within herſelf, ſue found ſome . 
thing (as twere by at over- ruling power) 


Y ſtronyly moving her to-a:deſfe of farther 
converſing with Bernard, about the fun- 
damentals of his religion; which, by che 


popith prieſts, as well in their pulpits, as 
private converſation, had been repreſented 


| + ogions, damnable, and to be deteſted. 


The morning no ſocner ſummoned the 
ener to viſit his flowers and plants, 


| q and perform his uſual raſk in watering and 


ordeting them, but Deidamia, who had 
taken little reſt that night, aroſe; and hav- 


b ing performed her oriſon, and then re- 


freſhed' herſelf with a moderate refection, 


doole an opportunity between that and din- 


a ddor that” opened into it from her apart. 


ment; and to ſſcreen the better what ſhe 


intended, from prying eyes, took divers 


$ curtis, and gathered poſies of flowers; and: 


then fanning herſelf, as if the hear offend- 
ed her, paſſing many winding alleys, over- 
ipread with ſhades, ſhe came to 

| 2 | the 


the governor, inſering * thence, That 
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who made religion ſo much their boaſt, ſo 
very cruel, that, far from the inſtance of 
our Saviour's refulmg ta call for fire from 
heaven to conſume thoſe that had injuri- 
ouſly and deſpitefully uſed him, they made 
their very worſhip and devotions a ſnare, 
to bring thoſe under their cruel hand- 
lings, who had in no wife offended them, 
but in being ſeparated from them, and 
moving according to the dictates of their 
conſcience. She had likewiſe abferved 
the harmleſineſs and inoffenſive manner 
of living in the perfecuted, and often 
ſhewed fome diſlike of the looſeneſs and 
unchriſtian practices of the perſecutors; 
ſo that although ſhe had a good opinion 
of the Romiſh religion, as having - been 


brought up in it from her infancy, yet 


had ſhe not ſo of many of the profeſſors 


of it, who apparently derogated from the 


ways of virtue, and ſeemed to 3 


vice. 
This wrought ſome labourings in her 


mind, through. the gracious operation of 


the Holy Spirit; and in her night- 


thoughts more ſeriouſly refledting on many 


things, and particulary on the Gardener's 
expreſſion out of St. Paul's words to Felix 
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it muſt be the ſincerity of the heart to- 


wards God, more than the ſhew, or out- 
ward name, or profeſſion of any religion, 
that renders the perſon acceptable in his 


ſight. In the midſt of theſe cogitations and 

XZ debates within herſelf, ſhe found ſome- 
X thing (as twere by am over-ruling power) 
1 — moving her to à deſt e o farther 


converſing wir Bernard; about the fun- 
damentals of his religion; which, by the 
Ppopiſh prieſts, as well in their pulpits, as 


private converſation, had been repreſented 


M & ovions, damusbie, and to be deteſtetl. 
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The morning no fooner ſummoned the 
ener to viſit his flowers and plants, 


and perform his uſual raſk in watering and 
ordering them, but Deidamia, who had 


taken little reſt that night, aroſe; and hav- 
ing performed her oriſon, and then re- 
freſhed' herſelf with a moderate refection, 
toole an opportunity between that and din- 
ner · time to enter the garden privately, at 


2 door that opened into it from her apart< 


ment; and to: ſkreen the better what ſhe 
intended, from prying eyes, took divers 
turns, and gathered poſies of flowers; and 
then fanning herſelf, as if the heat offend- 
ed her, paſſing many winding alleys, over- 
ſpread with * ſhades, ſhe came to 

n the 
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the before-mentioned arbour, aud again 
ſurprized the gerdener in his meditations : 
the man was not under any conſternation at 
her coming, but riſing and bowing low, 
would have departed, out of good manners, 
to give her the ſole freedom of that plea- 
ſant bower : but ſhe laid her commands on 
him to ſtay, ſaying, ſhe had conſidered of 
his former diſcourſe, and had made it her 
buſineſs to find him out, that he might give 
her ſome better reaſon for the opinion he 
held, than yet he had done. 
His modeſty, and the humble 8 
he conceiv'd of himſelf, would ſcarce give 
him leave to fit down, though ſhe often 
commanded him ſo to do; but at laſt he 
complied, and then ſhe aſked him, upon 
what ground and foundation the baſis * 
his religion was fixed. 
Gard. It is founded on the ſcriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament, which were 
written by men inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and given for our inſtruction and 
learning; it is only the Word of God that 
can warrant the truth of any profeſſion in 


religious matters; and that we Proteſtants 
(thro* God's aſſiſtance) labour to conform 


and live up to. 
Deidamia. 
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Deidamia. Ay, but you may be miſtaken 
in the miſinterpreting the fcripture, and 
fall into groſs hereſies, as our church charg- 
es you; and therefore has ſtriftly for bid 
the laity of our communion to meddle with 
them, leſt, like weapons put into the hands 
of idiots, or madmen, they injure them- 
ſelves and others thereby. „„ 

Gard. Ah! Lady, ſhall I be free, and 


deal plainly with you in this point ? 


Deid. With all my heart; let me hear 
what you can ſay in anſwer to it. 


Gard. All ſcriptures are given for our 
learning. God is willing we ſhould know 


his revealed will, that we may be the be- 
ter enabled to perform it. St. Paul com- 


mends the Beræans, and calls them noble, 
becauſe they ſearched the ſcriptures, to ſee 
whether the things they heard were fo or 
no; and we have many commands for 
this; as, ſeek ye out of the book of the 
Lord, and read, Iſaiah 34. 16. They 


were more noble, in that they ſearched 
the ſcriptures daily, Acts 17. 11. Let the 
word of God dwell richly in you, Col. 3. 16. 


From a child thou haſt known the ſcrip- 
tures, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Lake the ſword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, Eph. 6 
17. and many others that l might mention. 

B 3 which, 


* 3 
—— 


and this not commanded to ſore, but to 
all that ſeek ſalvation, 


The church of Rome, the holy eathoſic 7 


of your chureh; and to awe men to ſuch WW 
8 belief, threats of damnation are uſed, as 
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which ere to be found in the ſcriptures; 


Deid. « Certainly, if our a hed Pg 
ſeen this fit; they would not have denied 1 
it; but being dangerous to ſoule, it ought "Hp 
= be reſt rained,” bi. 

Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break 41 


God's commandments, and to teach men 


ſo to do, and to make the word of God of 
vone effect by human tradition. We know TY 
the woes Chriſt pronounced againſt he 
Phariſees | for theſe things. be: 

Deid. Why, who are guilty of this ? 


church, as it has in many ages been ſtiled, 
is not ſurely ſpotted with ſuch crimes.” 

Gard. I with I could fay it was nct ; 8 
but it deeply is guilty, as in many other "5 
particulars, ſo molt eminently in this, 3 bat 
it proſeſſes, no man is obliged to receive 
the ſcriptpres as the word of God, or tio 
believe any of it, but from the teſtimony 


well as the magiſtrates ſwords, and cruel We 
torments by inquiſitions; and, indeed, jt 
is not done without ground: this is done 
to hinder prying into their groſs idola- 
tries, W 
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The FRENCH Convert. 25 
tries, errors, and ſuperſtition, derogatory 
to the ſcriptures, and expreſs coumand ol 
Deid. Sure you are beſide yourſelf : 
nor can you prove this; but being fallen 
from the church, do this only in prejudice 
and fpite, to lay a ſtain upon ns virgin in- 
nocence.” £ 
Gard. No; it is apparent from the 
word of God, and even from reaſon itſelf, 
in thoſe that will confider, and are not 
blinded with ignorance, which your church, 
in her ſenſe, truly ſtiles the Mother of De- 
— — oC 
Deid. « Can any ſuch thing be in a 
chuich at :: Mallble? and to prove that 
it is ſo, it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter; 
he is the rock ſpoken of, and this rock 
doth, together with St. Peter, include his 
fucceſſors; and the church built on this 
rock (united to, and built upon the Pope) 
is infallible; for it is ſaid, The gates of heil 


[ 0 ſhall not prevail againſt tt. 


Gard. Pardon me, lady, if 1 ſay, there 

is no agreement among the churchmen a- 
bout this infallible judge; ſomeè will have 
it the Pope, ſome a General Council, and 
others both; none of your writers have 
yet concluded on it. However, theſe words 
B 4 | are 
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are perverted; for it is more probable, har 
not St. Peter's perſon, but his doctrine or 
confeſſion concerning Chriſt, is the rock 
upon which the church is built. Scripture 
is the beſt interPreter : it is not Peter, but 
Chriſt is the foundation of the church, as 
here in my Bible you may ſee, by the 28th 
chapter aud 16th verſe of Iſaiah, compar- 
ed with 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7, 8. which you may 
pleaſe to read, | which ſhe did]. It is morc- 
over expreſsly ſaid, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Other 
foundation can no man lay, than that is 
laid, which is Sus Chriſt, And this is 
the more conſiderable, becauſe he ſpeaks 
againſt thoſe that made the apoſtles to be 
tue toundations, fay} ing, I am of Paul, ana- 
ther Afollas, or Cephas ; ; and if this is 
ſpoke of Peter. no more is ſaid of him 
here, than is, ſpoke of all the prophets 
and apoſtles, Eph. ii. 20. Te are built ufon 
the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets. 

Deid. Well, 1 am not much learned in 
this myſtery ; but, pray, What as errone- 
cus can you aſſign in our worſhip, or any 
ether thing the church holds, as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary? | 

Gard. The paying divine adoration to 
angels and ſaints, expreſsly contrary to 
| God's comma nds, and derozatory to his 
: honour, 
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honour, who alone ought to be worſhip- 
ped in heaven and earth; and to worſhip 
any other, either ſaint or angel, or any 
creature, is idolatry, and a breach ol the 
ſecond commandment. 

Deid. Nay, not too haſtily; we do not 
worſhip the angels and ſaints as God, with 
the higheſt worſhip, which is only proper 
to God; but with an inferior kind of reli- 
gious worſhip, that they may preſent our 
ſupplications to him. | 5 5 

Gard. There is no interceſſor or medi - 
ator but Chriſt Jeſus, who is appointed to 
perform that office; if any man wants wil 
dom, let him alk of God, James i. 5. nei - 
ther of ſaints nor angels. Come to me, ſaith 
our Saviour, and I will in no wiſe caſt you 
out. This free invitation ſhews us, he a- 
lone was to receive our petitions, and pre- 
ſent them to his Father. There is. alſo 


*F image-worſhip brought cunniogly by 


prieſts to gain worldly advantage ; and pre- 
tended miracles, to draw the ignorant to 
Pay their devotion more at one place than 
at another, impoſed on the ignorant for 
lucre's ſake, I could ſay much more, but 
fear to offend you. 1 
Deid. No, you do not: but let us come 
nearer to the main controverſy. What think 
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you of tranſubſtantiation ? ls not Chriſt 


corporally preſent in the facrament ? 
Gard, It is a miſrepreſentation of our 
Saviour's words; for if he had fo taeant, 
as the church of Rome holds it, when he 
broke the bread, he muſt have held him- 
ſelf in his own hands, and eat himſelf, yet 
{ill fir whole and entire at the table; his 
whole body muſt be in the mouth of eve- 
xy communicant at once, and that body in 


millions of places at one time, broken and 


unbroken, and be ſubject to putrefaction; 
and therefore the words, Thrs is my body, 
do intend, This deth ſgniſy my body: and 


upon the ſame account our Seyiour is cab 


ted a Door, a Rock, a Vine: yet none can 
be ſa void of underſtanding, ta believe he 
was turned into any of theſe. And there- 
fore, when he broke the bread, and gave 


the cup, he did it only, that when Chiriſti- 


an congregations were met on folemn oe- 
caſions to celebrate his worſhip, they ſhould 


do it in remembranee of him, til his com- 4 | 


ing in glory, at the laſt day, as the imme- 
diate words explain; and it is abfurd ta be- 
le ve, that the prieſt's uttering a few words | 
over a wafer, can make it a. God, or that 


| heady offered on the eroſs. 


Deid Yau amaze me: but pray, m_ 
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do you hold about purgatory? Is there 
ſuch a place, where ſouls are to endure 
their purgations after death; that go not 


5 1 immediately to heaven, and by maſſes and 


prayer may be releaſed ſooner or later?“ 

Gard. It is a tradition lately brought 
in, and with it hath brought much increafe 
of wealth to the ehnrch. The word of 
God allows only heaven for | thoſe who 


3 fhall be made veſſels of metey; and hell 


for thoſe whoſe fins have provoked him 
to caſt them down to thoſe diſmal regions 
df ſorrow and eternal woe; no prayers 
after death being available. 

Deid, «© Theſe notions are & new as 
ſtrange to me: have you any authentic 
proof of this? 85 

Gard. Nes, the revealed word of God 
8 (acre proof beyond all denial: The 
rieh man u hell lifted up his eycs, being 
in torment, Luke xvi. 23. They ſhall fiv 


down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in 


che kingdom of heaven, but the other ſhall 
be caſt into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be 


wWeeping ard gnaſhing of teeth, Matth. 


Nin. 12, He that believeth fhall be ſav- 


ed, and he that believeth not fhall be damn 


ech Matth. xxvi. 16.“ Here is no fuclt 
ting as purgatoty to be fog; it is only 


- path ads Be 
4 
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the blood of Chriſt that purgeth us from 
our ſins, and from all uncleanneſs of fleſn 
and ſpirit, to preſent our ſouls blame leſs 
and unſpotted to his Father: by this I un- 
derſtand thoſe that die in the Lord need 
not our prayers, and thoſe that die in their 
ſins no prayers can avail; for in the grave 
there is no repentance: As the tree 
falls, ſo it muſt lie; whether it falls 
towards the North, or towards the South, 
where it falls there it muſt lie“ There 
are only two extreams. North and South, 
15 middle way, or purgatory for it to fall 
And as death leaves us, ſo Je 1 
will afluredly find us. —_ 
He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſtopt L 
him, faying, Pray how long have you been | 
of this opinion? 15 
Gard. Ever ſince God was pleaſed to 
enlighten me with his grace, to be atten- 
ive to his holy _ and to be guided by 
it. 


Ee ea a A > wy 2 . 


Deid Was you ever then of the church : 
of Rome? 
Gard. In my younger years 1 was, ho 
through mercy, being made ſenſible bythe 
ſcriptures of the corruptions and errors of 
that church, by the aſſiſtance of worthy 
1 dure with St. — by * | 


* % 
„ 
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ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the love 
of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 1 wilt 
dot offend your ladyſhip's chaſte ears with 
WW the hiftory of the debaucheries and wic- 
WF ked lives of divers popes, and molt of the 

clergy ; but will pray to heaven to de | 


f you from either luſt or revenge. And ſince 
Hl have by a free confeſſion put my life in 


pvour hands, I humbly ſubmit it to 8 
= goodneſs to 
Here again ſhe W bim, and . | 
manded, © Why the religion he profeſſed 
was called the Proteſtant Religion ?” 
To which he replied, As for being "Ma 
called, it is to diſtinguiſh: it from that of 
the Romiſh: it came from ſeveral princes 
and cities in Germany, who, upon the 
preaching of good men, and their exem- 
plary lives; proteſted againſt the uſurpa- 
tions of the Romiſh church, and its errors. 
That it was no new doctrine, but the truth 
of primitive chriſtianity, confeſſed, aſſert- 
ed, and purged from the corruptions of 
popery, taking the revealed will of God 
for its guide. 
At this Deidamia pauſed a while g ad 
men taking his Bible, looked over the ſa- 
cred proofs he had turned down in order; 
ond her colour went and came fo, that he 
* 
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. ealily perceived her mind was Jabouring | 
under ſome difficulties; and fo giving it N 
him again, ſhe went way withour ſpeak- M 
[ ing one word. 5 
| This ſome what perplexed the caedener, | 
j | | fearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what 
|; e had faid; bur her ſending for him pri- 
ll vately to her chamber the next morning, 
| under the notion of bringing her fome 
1 choice flowers, baniſhed all fear in him, 
when they two being only lefr rogether, 
ſhe gently led him * the cloſet, and 
= ſhutting the door, to be more mans ſaid, 
| Bernard, (fetching a deep figh), your yeſ- 
| terday's diſcourſe has much broken my laſt 
mghr's reft ; 1 have been meditating on it, 
and 1 find. abmidance of reaſon in what 
you ſay; you have, as St. Paul ſaid in ano- 
ther cafe, almoſt perfnaded me to be of 
your perfuaſion. 1 with to God, mòſt vir- 
mous lady, replied he, 1 might be ati hun 
ble inſtrument in God's hand, nc 
thing that may redound to his glory, ad 
the good and welfare of your precious 
and immortal ſoul, without haaarding you? 
temporal quiet and peace, or expoſing you 
10 Gay danger; though for a crow of life 
mmortalicy, alt carthly things are to 
be file, and 2 | 
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all this world's good but as droſs and dung, 
in comparifon of enjoying Chriſt Jeſus. 
Well, faid ſhe, this is my aim; and if God 
enables me with his aſſiſting grace, 1 hope, 
* rhrough his merey, to attam it. 1 have, 
= indeed, continued ſhe, to my grief, ob- 
* ferved the looſe and profane” manner of 
= thing of thoſe that profeſs our rehgion; 
= alledging, That a confeſſion, with abſolu- 
tion, and fome other works, will purge 
them from their frus, and gam them that 
bpleſſednefs in the end, which 1 could ne- 
ver heartily believe they would obrain by 
mem: and finee ! have more feriouſly 
eonſidered Go#s word expreſsly to the con- 
wary, I eannoe beheve that any thing but 
fmeere and unfeigned repentance, in rhe 
eonrfe of an unſpetted life, ean purchafe, 
(through the merits of my Saviour) thoſe 
JDlories and tranfeendent bleAmps thar God 
hatt proniſed to poor mortals.--She would 
heve proceeded, but the falling tears ſtopr 
her utterance, and Bernar$ had an inward 
rejoieing to ſee her brought to this paſs; 
wherewpon he comforted her wirtr 
adviee, end the cordial of God's mercics 
and pramifes. Tir brief, he hack made her 


vp in, and ther opened, from point to 
8 | point, 


tenſible of the errors fhe had Been brought 


4 
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point, the cheat of pretended - miracles 
and relics, the impoſing on people with 
pardon and indulgence to get money, the 
whoredoms, murders, and inceſts of many 
popes, cardinals, and prelates of the Ro- 
mith church; cheir unreaſonableneſs in pro- 
hibiting prieſts marriage, which is imme- 
diately appointed by God, and the allow- 
ing them by canons and decrees the em- 
braces of concubines, or to commit adulte- 
ry, expreſsly contrary to the command of 
the Almighty, foraſmuch as he has expreſs- 
ly ſaid, Thoſe that do theſe things ſhall 
not inherit eternal life.--- He would have 
proceeded, but hearing the ſound of feet 
coming up ſtairs, ſhe haſted him down a 
back way, with ſo much precipitation, that 
he left his Bible behind him, which ſhe 
luckily ſeeing, locked up in a ſcrutore. 


L have told you before, that father 


Antonio the prieſt, forgetting his function, 
duty, and diſtance, gave way to his unruly 
and lawleſs paſſion, and was then blunder- 
ing up ſtairs to find her in private, having 
almoſt fluſtered himſelf with wine, on pur- 


poſe either to be more confident in his 


wicked deſign, to tell her the ſtory of his 


nauſeous love, or rather luſt; or that, if he 


were reproved, he might have ſome ſlen- 
| der 
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der excuſe for bis impertinency, and lay 
(as too many do) the blame of their folly 
on that which is rather an aggravation of 
their crime, i. e. their drunkenneſs; and fo 
ſurpriſed however he came, that putting 
his noſe over the upper- ſtep, juſt as the 
gardener poſted out at the private door, 
he had a glimpſe of the back - parts of his 
garments, as it afterwards appeared; but 


t that time took no notice of any ſuch 


thing. Deidamia ſeeing Antonio coming 
towards her in a very pleaſant humour, 
demanded with a modeſt decency, what 
occaſion brought him thither to diſturb 
her retirement ? - 5 
Ahl Hud the impudent prieſt, who 

could not long keep down his boiling paſ- 
ſion) © Your, two fair eyes, ſweet lady, 
like loadſtones have drawn me to you; 
that beantecus tempting face of yours has 
made me forget myſelf, with my duty to 
my lord, and the truſt he repoſed in me.” 
Why: certainly, faid Deidamia (calling in 
patience to bridle in her paſſion) you are 
beſide yourſelf, Antonio.------ What mean 
you by this kind of diſcourſe? © If I am 
beſide myſelf (replied he, almoſt crying) 
your fair ſelf is the cauſe of it, whoſe 
beauty, like arrows, have wounded my 
| : heart, 
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heart, and ſickened my brain; I wiſh 1 #4 
had never feen ſuch an amiableneſs in wo- 
mankind; but ſince I have been to unfor- 
tunate as to be your fettered captive, take 
ſome compaſhon on me, and eaſe my ſuf. | #7 
ferings. What ſufferings? replied Deida-- 
mia, frowning, or what can be the ſenſe ol 
all this looſe ituff? Why then, replied he, 
To be ſerious; in plain terms, I love you,, 
and that fo paſſionately, that unleſs you | © 
condeſcend to make me fuitable returns, 14 
ſhall have no peace nor quiet; but muſt be 
miſerable and wretched eternally.” Then 
ſaid ſhe, be you ſo: What have you ſeen 
2 227 looſe misbecoming behaviour in 
me, that you ſhould dare fo fpeak nus is 
me? This, like a thundet-bolt, ſtrack him 
mute; when ſmoothing her brows, and 
growing a little calmer, ſhe ſaid, Come, 
come, Antonio, I took you for another man; 
you profeſs ſanctity, and admoniſh others 
to lead a holy life; is this pretenſton then 
real, or is it only feigned to try my virtue? 
I proteft, faid he, holding up both his hands, 
it is real, and 1 cannot help it. Why, ſaid 
ſhe, would yon commit ſo great a wicked- 
ness, if you might, and make yourſelf 
guilty of a crime fo hemous ? * ah lady, 
rtreplied he, if that be all, I can abſolve yu 
by 
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by the power given me by the See of Rome: 
conſent, and let me enjoy you, your pe- 
nance ſhall be always eaſy; Ill get a diſ- 
penſation for your marriage vows from the 
Pope, with pardon, indulgences, or any 
thing, for ſins paſt, and thoſe that are to 
come: Nay, I'll do any thing, ſo !] do not 
Fall under your diſpleaſure : Let me alone 
for the reſt, and----» 

This inſolence fo much diſpleaſed the 


| | | virtuous lady, that ſhe could hear no more, 


nor bear it any longer; but commanded 
him out of her preſence. Yet could not 
be rid of him, till ſhe threatened to call 
Ip UG ; eſt o Rer c. vn. VHereup- 
on he went muttering away: and for two 
days after, as much as poffible he eould, 
he ſhunned coming into her preſence ; 
which much pleaſed her ; for ſhe could not 
behold him, but with horror and deteſta- 
tion. | 1 

This attempt, however, in one ſenſe, 
(through the over - ruling providence and 
goodneſs of God, who is wonderful in 
counſel, and excellent in werking, and 
can make the greateſt wickedneſs of his 
creatures ſerve the purpoſe of his own glo- 
ry) worked to her advantage : for ſhe be- 
heved now all true which the gardener 
: had 
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had told her, about the wicked debauch- 
ed lives of the Romiſh clergy, ſince this 
Villainous prie!t had not ſcrupled to profer 
the Pope's pardon for no leſs than adulte- 
ry, and that before it was committed; by 
which means or encouragement, ſhe plain- 
ly ſaw it muſt conſequenily be that they 
trequently tempted caſy and ignorant peo- 
ple to the commiſſion of many ſins: There- 
fore ſhe reſolved to leave the fe blind guides, 
and take the word of God tor her leader 
and inſtructor; forbearing to come to con- 
feſſion, or hear maſs, ſometimes upon pre- 
tence of indiſpoſition, and at other times 
purpoſely b going abroad, at the uſet 
times of cither; and holding ſome other 
conferences with the gardener, which (as 
to particulars) for brevity's ſake 1 muſt oÞ 
neceſſity paſs over. | | 

She found in herſelf a ſtrange averſion. 
to the religion ſhe had been brought up 
in; and having procured a Bible in the 
French tongue, took ſuch delight in read- 
ing it, that whenever ſhe had time to retire, 
it was not out of her hand; yet ſhe kepr 
this as ſecret as poſſible; and not being 
ready at it herfelf, got the gardener to 
turn her down ſuch 'proofs as were the 
ſtrongeſt arguments againſt the errors of 


POPery, 
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popery, and where the abominations of 
the myſtical Babylon were pointedat. "This 
be joyfully did, and gave praiſe to God 
who had made him inſtrumental in ſo good 
a work; tho? he was not ignorant his life 
was liable to pay for it, if it were diſcovered. 
She likewiſe laid aſide her beads and cruci- 
fix, converſed no more with roſaries, or the 
tegends of pretended ſaints; and though 
ſhe found ſome temptations and fears at 
the beginning, yet frequently praying to 
God ſhe overcame Satan's wiles, and found 


x | abundance of joy and comfort enlighten- 


ing her ſoul, ſo that ſhe could not forbear 
breaking 'out into raptures of praiſe and 
thankſgiving, for the wonderful change, 
& ſo ſtrange and unexpected means) 
rought in her ſoul. het | 
Whilſt this virtuous lady and the gar- 
dener held their private correſpondence, 
in diſcourſing of the things of God, and 
encouraging and exhorting each other to 
perſeverance and ſtedfaſtneſs in the truch, 
Antonio and Fronovius, equally burning 
with luſtful deſire to enjoy the tender 
beauties of the fair Deidamia, were plot- 
ting and contriving how their lawleſs de- 
ſigns might beſt be brought about (tho? 
each plotted by himſelf, for as yet they 
EEE were 
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were ignorant of each others paſſion.) 
The villamous prieſt (as you have already 
heard) had been repulſed with indignation 
by the chaſte lady, which inwardly tor- 
mented him, and brought him almoſt to his 


wit's end; but the other (Fronovius) had 


| made no trial of her virtue, and wanted a 
favourable opportunity to do it; and there- 
fore he thinks, meditates, and caſts many 


things in his mind, till at laſt, his paſſion 


emboldening him, he was reſolved to 
break the ice with a letter; and if ſhe 
took no notice of that, to ſecond i it with a 
perſonal addreſs: But how he ſhould do 
this with privacy and ſafery, he was at a 


ſtand for a time; for he feared to truſt any 


body to deliver it, leſt his criminal love 
ſhould take air: and to deliver it himſelf, 
would look too daftardly; as if he was 
not capable, or, at leaſt, durſt not ſpeak 
for himſelf; however, in a little while, he 
met with a fit opportunity; for Deidamia 
accidentally. dropping her handkerchief, 
as ſhe paſſed through a large gallery that 
led to her apartment, he carefully took it 
up, and folding up his letter in it, which 
he had ready ſealed by him, he gave it to 
her gentlewoman to give it to her lady, 
telling her he found it in the long gallery. 
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| The gentlewoman knowing the handker- 
chief to be her lady's, immediately carried 
ti to her, who receive d it from her, with= 
* out knowing any thing of a letter being in 


ii; and afterwards accidentally taking the 


® handkerchicf out of her pocket, the letter 
dropped out upon the ground, which ſhe 


taking up, and looking upon the ſuper- 


* ſcription, was extremely ſurprized to find 


ir directed to herſeif; and haſtily opening 


it, was much more ſo to find: the contents 
thereof as followet n | 


Ardon me, maſt lovely Deidamia, if your 
beauty:mates me forget the ſtation I am 
in, and emboldens me to own. a. pajhon I 
have laboured in vain to hide, Io be brief, 
dear lady, I am ſoeaptivated by your charms. 
and. ſingular perfectiuns, that I am con- 
ſiramed to ſay, I lave you infinitely above all 
mortal creatures; and ſince it appears to me 
unreafonable, that any one man ſhauld mo- 

nopolize fo ineſtimabie a treaſure, give me 

leave to. hope, and don't ſuffer me to lan- 
guiſß and die, but render the balm of your 
erndneſs ts cure the wounds which your 
braght eyes have made in your otherwiſe 
wretched" ſervant, Mt 
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The reading of this letter filled her 
with bluſhes, anger, and amazement, at 
the unparalleled boldneſs and villainy of 
the author of it, and at firſt ſhe was re- 
ſolved to commit it to the flames, or to 
tear it in pieces, but upon ſecond thoughts, 
ſhe laid it up in her cloſer, where ſhe vex- 
ed and fretted herſelf, that ihe was thus ; 
left among ſuch ungrateful wretches, that 


dared ig much to ſuſpect her virtues, and 
_ meaſure them by their own wicked and 
filthy inclinations, as to preſume ſhe would 


defile her marriage-bed; being more griev- 
ed for this diſcovery than the former; for 


| ſhe knew the prieſt had ſomething of the li- 


bertine in him, but this man ſhe had held to 
be honeft and virtuouſly inclined till now; 
and to him ſhe thought to have diſcovered 
Antonio's folly, it he perſiſted in it, that 
by ſhame and reproofs he might have re- 


| claimed him. But now ſhe ſcarce knew 


whom to truſt; and could not therefore but 
tremble at the apprehenſions of ſome vio- 
lence that might, he offered her from thoſe 


luſtful miſcreants, whoſe fight now very 


much diſpleaſed her. She thought once or 
twice of diſplacing them; but found their 
authority in the family was fo great, that 
in her Lord's abſence ſhe could not do it: 


where- 
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whereupon ſhe fell on her knees to implore 


| God's ntercy and protection, commending 
E herſelf wholly to his care and providence, 
and begging of him to be her guardian and 
& protector. | 


Tho Deidamia's mind, on thoſe ſur- 


& prizing attempts of her honour, was vari- 


; | ouſly toſſed, till at laſt the came to a ſet- 


tled reſolution prudently to conceal what 


had paſſed, at leaſt till her lord came home, 
for fear of ſcandal and diſturbance: yet 
Fronovius might well read in her counte- 
nance, whenever he came into her pre- 
ſence, that ſhe had read his letter, and 


how ſhe reſented it; which made him 


ſtruggle to overcome his paſſion, but in 
vain; for, like oil thrown on fire, the op- 
poſition his lewd de res met with, made 
him burn the fiercer; ſo that he reſolved 
to find an opportunity to throw himſelf at 
her feet, and diſcover his paſhon to her 
by word of mouth; and whilſt he waited 
for a convenient time and place to do it, 
he perceived the gardener often to go in 
and out very chearful, as highly pleaſed 


and contented; and that though he only 
carried her fruits and flowers, yet his fran- 


tic paſſion and jealouſy made him believe 
there was ſomething more in it. Anto- 


10 
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nio the prieſt had alſo obſerved the like, 
aud had much the ſame ſentimenes, which 
emboldened them the more to perſiſt jy 
their, wicked and unclean deſires, and to | 
continue to perſecute the chaſte lady with 
their deteſted proffers of lawleſs love; 
concluding, that if one of ſo low a rank 
could be in favour, they in time could not | 
miſs of obtaining what they ſought ; and IF 
ſo blinded with paſſion, and purſuing what | 
they aimed at, (though, as has been ſaid, | 
unknown to each other) they kept a watch- 
ful eye over the actions of Deidamia, 
whoſe mind was taken up in contemplat- 
ing the divine perſeQions of him who is 
fairer than the children of men, being e- 
.very day more confirmed in the truth of 
her religion, bleſſing and praiſing God, 
that by ſo wonderful and unexpected a 
means had brought her. out of darkneſs 
and errors, into the marvellous light of 
his truth, and engaged her heart to embrace 
and entertain it above her chief joy; part- 
ly looking on the trouble ſhe had from 
Antonio and Fronovius, thoſe brethren in 
iniquity, as temptations, or trials, to con- 
firm her the more, by overcoming them, 
in the doctrine ſhe had ſo lately embraced; 
in 
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in which ſhe firmly reſolved to perſevere 


againſt all tewptations whatever. 

But whilſt theſe things paſſed, Frono- 
vius had received no other anſwer to his 
letter but Deidamia's angry and much 
changed countenance towards him, which 
he would not take for an abſolute repulſe, 
and therefore was reſolved to have her po- 
fitive auſwer. 'To obtain which, as Dei- 
damia was one morning leaning upon the 
window in her chamber, and looking into 
the garden, he ſtole ſoftly up ſtairs, and 
was got into her chamber, juſt behind her, 
before ſhe heard him, when ſuddenly turn- 
ing about, and ſeeing him in a dejected 
poſture, ſhe was very much ſurprized, and 
trembled at the fight, whilſt he, by many 
words, endeavoured to ſhew the greatne(s 
of his paſſion ; but having ſomewhat re- 
collected her ſpirits, ſhe, with an angry 
countenance, ſpake to him thus: Why, 
how now, Fronovius? what buſineſs have 
you here, thus to ſteal into my chamber 


unawares? This is ſuch an affront, a piece 
of impudence and rudeneſs, as better be- 


comes a thief than the ſteward of my houſ- 
hold; and yet the filthy errand that you 
come on, is far more criminal than your 
coming. What have you ever ſeen of 
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16 The FR ENCH Conert, 
lightneſs in my carriage that ſhould make. 


you thus audacious, or give you the leaſt | 


Hope to ſucceed in your unlawful and wick- 
ed deſires? I command you to be gone: and 
know, that if you perſiſt in your impudence 


and folly, Iwill ſpeedily take thoſe methods, 


that ſhall iſſue | in your deſerved ſhame and 4 | 


confuſion.” 
He would have replied, but ſhe forth- 
with went out of her chamber, and would 


not hear him. g 


This abſolute denial, and ſevere repri- 


mand, filled Fronovius with confuſion, and 


almoſt made him hopeleſs; but, after ſome 


reflection, he ſtrongly. fancied, that the 
oppoſition he met with proceeded not from 


the lady's virtue, but from the greater in- 
elination the had to ſome rival, who enjoy- 


ed thoſe favours which he had been pur- 


ſuing; and he ſuppoſed the gardener to 
be the man, becauſe he had received ſome 


particular marks of her favour fince the 


departure of the count Alanſon. Being 


thus perſuaded, he was reſolved, if it were 


poſſible, to make a plain diſcovery: and 
to this end, he planted himſelf privately 
one evening near the back-ſtairs that led 
out of the garden inio Deidamia's apart- 
ment (for that way BE thought this ſup- 
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poſed rival muſt come). And indeed he 


had not waited long, before a perſon came 


by, and went up thoſe ſtairs, whom he 
ſoftly followed to the ſtairs-foot: the 
darkneſs of the night hindered him from 
diſcerning who the perſon was that went 


by him; but he doubted not but it was 


the gardener: and having liſtened at the 
bottom of the ſtairs, hearing no door open, 


nor any key to turn, he imagined the door 
was left open on purpoſe, and therefore 


reſolved to go up himſelf, and ſurprize 
them in the very act of their unlawful 


love. He had no ſooner reſolved thus, 


but he heard ſomebody come ſoftly down 
ſtairs: as ſoon as the perſon came to the 


bottom of the ſtairs, Fronovius boldly ſei- 
zes on him, and demanded what buſineſs 


he had there at that late time of night; 
but was extremely ſurprized to meet with, 


inſtead of Bernard the gardener, Antonio 


the prieſt; who then Fronovius thought 
had been with Deidamia. Upon which, 
ſpeaking big words to Antonio, and threat- 


| ening to kill him for the diſhonour he had 
done his lord in violating his bed, the poor 


prieſt, (who was almolt dead with fear, 
and extremely confounded at this accident) 
trembling, told Fronovius, that if he would 
T. C 3 ſave 
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ſave his life, he would ingenuouſly tel 
him all he knew: which Fronovius pro- 
miſing, Antonio told him the ſtory of his 
| love-addreffes, violent paſſion, and the re- 
| pulſes he met with. That, however, be- 
ing jealous of the gardener, and not find- 
ing him in his Jodging, (for it ſeems Dei- 


damia had newly appointed him another, 1 


unknown to Antonio) he ſuſpected he 
might be with his lady; where deſiring to 
detect him, and bring him to puniſhment, 
he had undertaken to come at this urſea- 
ſonable time; but the doors being faſt I 
locked, and after a long liſtening, hearing 
no ſtir nor whiſpering, was returning back 
2gain to watch a more favourable opportu- 
nity, that he might not on flight ground, 

or uncertainty, lay ſuch a thing to their 
charge. 

Fronovius, finding the prieſt had been 
repulſed and reproved as well as he, and 
that his thoughts were the fame with his, 
as to the ſuſpected rival, having buſhed his 

reſent fears, and declared to him, though 

mewhat darkly, his own affections, &c. 
they went to Antonio's chamber, where 
they entered into a combination fo helliſh 
and malicious, that it brought many woes 
and miſeries both to the virtuous Deida- 

2 mia, 
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mia, and the gardener ; till, by the mercy 


of God, to the ſhame and confuſion of the 
© contrivers, they were turned to bleſſings, 
d 0o rejoice the injured, and to clear their in- 

nocence, after many inexpreſſible ſuffer- 
ings. Wo 5 
Whilſt theſe wicked men were thus 
plotting to revenge their repulſes, Deida- 
mia was thoughtful of her ſafety. Some- 
times ſhe dercrmined to write to Alanſon, 


to remember his promiſe, and haſte his 


return: but then ſhe concladed; that tho! 


his preſence might reform theſe diſorders, 


yet to deſert his command upon any pri- 
vate occaſton, would derogate from his ho- 
nour: and then ſhe conſidered that the 
could not hide from him the religion ſne 
had embraced ſince his departure, for ſhe 
could not difſemble, if ſhe was taxed with 
it; and tho? his company was dear to ker, 
| Yet the enjoyment of the other was more 
precious and preferable : and that, in com- 
Aariſon of the love of Chriſt, all the love 
in the world was but of little value. At 
another time, ſhe thought of retiring to 
her parents: but this ſhe fancied would: 


© be diſpleaſing to her lord, that, in his ab- 
= fence, ſhe ſhould leave the government of 
bis family, which he had truſted to her 
3 C4 eiiie 
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care at his departure; theſe. things ſeri- 
ouſly weighed, ſhe reſolved to remain at 
home, thinking time would cure the wild 
diforders that were in the minds of thoſe 
two wicked ſervants. | 

After this laſt reſolve, ſhe retired to her 
cloſet, where ſhe had not been long e' er 


the gardener came to preſent her with a 


paper he had drawn up, by her order, of 
the fundamental points of the proteſtant 
religion, in oppoſition to popery, one be- 
ing compared with the other, and tried by 


ſcripture, and the fathers of the primitive 


tunes : ſhe accepted this paper very kind- 


ly, promiſing to look it over at leiſure, as 


a matter ſhe had much deſired tobe iuform- 
ed in. Whereupon he retired to his Jabour 


in the garden, whilſt a bribed ſpy, their 
enemies had ſet on the watch, was rugning 
to give information of the gardener's be- 
ing with the lady. Fronovius was out of 


the way; Antonio haſted as faſt as he could, 
and ſoftly opening the ſpring- lock, impu- 
dently opened the chamber, drawing the 
curtains of her bed, in hopes of finding 
what he looked for there; but miſſing his 
purpoſe, he ſtole to the ſide of her cloſer, 


directed thither by her voice; for the pi- 


ous lady was fallen on her knees, and fer- 
| vently 
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vently pouring out her n to God in 
theſe words: 


Moſt bleſſed God, who art the Fa- 
mer of mercies, and the God of all 
conſolation, I bleſs and praiſe thy holy 
name, that thou haſt enlightened the eyes 
of my underſtanding with the knowledge 
of thy bleſſed truth, and that thou haſt de- 
livered me from the darkneſs and igno- 
rance, and theſe antichriſtian errors, where- 
in I have lived ſince my childhood, and 


haſt revealed the faving knowledge of thy 


will unto me, as it is contained in thy blef- - 


ſed word, the holy ſcriptures: O ſtrength- 
en my heart in the profeſſion of thy truth, 


and grant that I may neyer return back a- 
gain to the Popiſh idolatry and ſuperſtition, 
nor be under the conduct of thoſe: blind 
guides any more, whatever ſufferings and 
trials I may be liable to, or _ — on. 
that account. 


Theſe pious breathings of ba foul, Am 
tonio to his great amazement heard, and 


knew not what to think, whether he ſhould 


diſcover himſelf, or retire; but at laſt, 
wickedly ſuppoſing the fear ſne would con- 


| ceive, leſt he ſhould diſcover what ſhe had: 


1 3 ; uttered: 
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out, that in this diforder, not taking that 


put in his pocket, telling her, tho? the door 


wickedly ſhe had ſpoken of the holy Roman 


The pious lady (whoſe fervent devo- 
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uttered againſt the Romiſh religion, or that, 
as he concluded, fhe was an Hugonot, as 
they call Proteſtants, might induce her to 
comply with his luſt, he preſented himſelf 
before her, rudely opening her cloſet door 
e'er ſhe had time to riſe from her knees. 
This continued impudence of his much 
troubled her ſpirits ; whereupon, riſing 
haſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the door, after 
ſhe had given him a thruſt back, and lock- 
ed herſelf in, However, it unhappily felt 


care, as at another time ſhe would have 
done, that paper which the gardener had: 
newly. brought her, with her haſty ſhutting: 
the door, dropped out'of her coat, and un- 
perceived by her, was fnut out of the clo- 
ſet, which Antonio took carefully up, and 


was ſhut againſt him, he Rad heard how ſhe 
had apoſtatized from her religion, and how: 


catholic church, and what miſchiefs he 
oould do her, if he ſhould difcover. it; yet 
for the love he bore her, if ſne would yield 
to eaſe his paſſion, it ſhould be buried in 
eternal oblivicn : but if the refuſed, he had: 
now got an opportunity to ruin her. 


dlons 
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tions this wretch had interrupted) bridled, 
as much as human frailty could do, her paſ- 
ſion; commanded him in mild terms to be 
gone, and not wound her chaſte ears with 
his hated diſcourſe. Againſt the injury he 
threatened her, ſhe truſted: in God for 
protection, who is a ſtrong tower for the 
ſiofety of all moſe that fly to him; and 
= the doubted not, when ſhe had an oppor- 
tmunity to make her lord ſenſible of it, he 
|| would, through the favour of almighty 
God, concur with her, in her opinion. 
Antonio, finding himſelf diſappointed in 
= his main expectation, and thoroughly net- 
tled with this anſwer, particularly the con- 
eluſion of it, went away, threatening and 
muttering to himſelf; and in the anti- cham- 
ber met Fronovius, who upon later notice 
was haſtening to him, to whom he told all 
he had ſeen and heard. This made ihem 
conſult to take new meaſures; and in oon- 
oluſion, reſolved her chaſtity or life ſnanld 
be facrificed to their revenge. This was 
no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re- 
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: membered that paper he had taken up, and 
' taking it out of his pocket, knew it to be 
we gardener's hand, and at firſt ſuppoſed 


it to be a love · letter that might diſcover 
the intrigue. between him and las lady wa: - 


knew that her parents were extraordinari- 
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highly pleaſed; but he had ſcarce read it 
half over, e' er he found ſuch weighty ar- 
guments againſt the church of Rome, level. 
led ſo directly againſt her tottering foun- 


dation, as not only puzzled his underſtand- 


ing, but made him ſtorm at a ſtrange rate: 
whereupon Fronovius took jt out of his 
hand, and read the reſt, and in the cloſe, 
theſe words, viz. Virtuous lady, theſe ar- 


guments, pro et contra, I ſubmit to your 


great wiſdom, being very joyful in hay- 


ing, under God, been a poor inſtrument in 


_ enlightening your underſtanding to diſcern 


truth from falſehood. - 
This left them no longer in doubt, who 


the party was that (as they termed it) had 


induced her to apoſtatize, and become an 


| heretic, and for this, conſequently, to en- 


Joy favours ſhe denied to them; whereup- 


on they vowed a bloody revenge. But fear- 


ing that the love Alanſon bore her, would 
nor · be effaced by the change of her religi- 
on, eſpecially when he ſhould come to un- 


derſtand their criminal paſſion for her, and 
Practices againſt her, they reſolved to make 


her parents bear the blame ef that ſtupen- 
dous wickedneſs, which they themſelves 
deſigned to be the actors of: for they 


* 
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it iy bigotted to the Romiſh church, and ſo 


* were the likelieſt to deal with in this mat- 
| ter: whereupon Antonio immediately poſt- 
* ed to them, and deſiring a private confe- 
d- rence with the father and mother, after 
e: many hypocritical ſnews of ſorrow for the 
us BF diſgrace that would befal the family, he 
e, declared how his lady (ſince his lord had 
been abſent) had been perverted from the 
ar Catholic religion, by a hugonot, a here- 
1 tic gardener, a fugitive wretch, that had 
* been taken in, ſome years ago, upon chari- 
U ty. He urged what diſhonour it would be 


to their family; the danger incurred 
the king's edicts; and laſtly, the loſs of 
her ſoul, if ſhe was not timely recovered 
and. brought to - the right fold, from 
| whence ſhe had perverſely ſtrayed. Then 
he began to magnify the pious care and 
pains he had taken to keep her in the 
Fight way, and to prevent her falling in- 
to fuch an unpardotiable fin; but. that 
the devil had been too hard for his indu- 
try and labours, through God's high ſuf- 
ferance, to bring ſome great judgment on 
—_ for her haughtineſs and contempt, 


© ** 


. This being delivered in a tone very 
moving and paſſionate, ſeeming altogether 
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in pity to Deidamia;. made her father ſigh; | 
and the old lady burſt out in tears, wring. 
ing their hands, and bewailing the miſe. 
ries of their aged years, in this (as they 
tken termed it) worſt of misfortunes that 
could befal them ; rhat the only branch of 
their family, that ſhould convey It to poſ- 
terity, had made herſelf a caſt-away ; for 
ſo in their paſſionate mood they expreſſed 
her to be. Antonio was glad to fee them 
thus wrought upon; and the ſtorm of their 
firſt grief ſpending itſelf, and being allay d 
by falling tears, they began to conſult more 
maturely how this misfortune might be re- 
verſed ;. and after many things were de- 
bated, Antonio s device of lodging her in 
2 nunnery (where ſhe might be reſtrained 
from heretic booksas he ſaid, and the com- 
pany of any ſeducers, and allo be inſtruck. 
ed by virtuous nuns, till her lord came 
home, and determin'd hat might farther 
be done in it) was approyed. 

What was to be done with the gardener 
was the thing to be conſulted, whether to 
make him away ſecretly, or deliver him up 
to juſtice ; the prieſt was for the former, 
but the parents conſciences were tender in 
| that, and could not conſent to ſuch wic- 
kedneſs;, but Antonio alledged, * 4 
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whole buſineſs would be made public, if he 
were delivered np to juſtice, and their 
daughter would be brought in as crimi 


inal, 
| and perhaps, for her obſtinacy, her lord 


might loſe his honours and preferments at 
court. This made them conſider farther, 
and at laſt leave it to the wicked prieſt, or 
thoſe he ſhould appoint, to do as he or 
they pleaſed. They would have bore him 


| company to Alanſon's houfe, to ſee what 


their perſuaſions might do, but he urged 
it would only be a means to diſcover the 
matter; and that jt would be the beſt for 
them to come and moderate things when. 
the count came home, of which he would 
give them the firſt notice; ſince at pre- 
fent what was to be done required ſecreſy, 


that in the mean time ſhe would be provid- 


ed for, as became her quality; and that 


| facha place as he mentioned, with time 
and company; were the beſt cure to joſtle 


thoſe wild notions out of her head: Upon, 
which they only ſent her a letter, and reſol- 
ved not to go themſelves. So Antonio retur- 
ned well ſatisfied to his wicked companion. 
Deidamia, (who was ignorant of this) 
miſſing her paper, and not doubting which 
way it went, taking more care for Bernard 
the gardener than herſelf, thought by it 
. __ he- 
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he would be diſcovered ; wherefore ſhe 
ſent for him, gave him a handful of gold, 


aud commanded him to ſhift for himſelf; 


telling him what had paſſed, and the dan- 
ger he was in. This command he ſeemed 
exceeding loth to obey, and, with tears in 
his eyes, proteſted, that for the fake of his 
religion, and in her defence againſt any inju- 
ry or violence, he was willing to expole his 
life; but ſhe urged ſomany things to haſten 
his departure, that he promiſed to do it; 
2nd ſo they (with ſhedding many tears) 
took a long farewel of each other. 
Bernard was preparing to depart, as An- 


tonio returned with his orders; whereup- 


on Fronovius clapped him up in a dunge- 
on, and that night hired two ruffians to 


carry him to the fea-clifts, and throw him 
| thence head-long; and thither they carri- 


ed him in a ſack, on a horſe, gagged and 


bound; but finding a veſſel, "thruſt into a 
creek very near the clifts, one of them en- 
quired, and found it belonged to a French 
plantation in the Weſt · Indies; whereupon 


they took the method of Joſeph's brer hren 
with the Iſhmaelites, to make the beſt pur- 
chaſe of hin, rather than deſtroy him, and 
loſe it; ſo he that came to enquire, de- 


manded of the maller, If he wanted a luſ· 
ty 
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ty ſervant? He told him, yes; then he 
returned, and took the gardener out cf 
the ſack, ungagged and unbound him, and 
told him, That though he deſerved to die 
for perverting his lady to hereſy, yet they 
had compaſſion upon him, and would only 
ſend him to do penance, for a ſlave in the 
Weſt-Indies, and bid himaccept of it thank- 


Fully, and without muttering; and there- 


upon they delivered him to the maſter of 
the veſſel, of whom they received twelve 
crowns. After which they returned, and 
gave an account they had thrown him with 
a great ſtone about his neck, from a fifty 
foot cliff into the ſea, and for it received 
the reward promiſed them. Nor was Ber- 
nard unwilling to go with his maſter, find- 
ing providence had changed the death that 
was deſigned him, only into ſlavery, from 
whence he might hope in time to be re- 
leaſed. But. his care was greater for 
Deidamia than himſelf, for he had been 
uſed to misfortune, and inured to ſeveral 
hardſhips. And her grief was no leſs, that 


the found herſelf conſtrained (as ſhe ſup- 
poſed for his ſafety) ſo abruptly to part 
with the man that had been an inſtrument 
in the filling her heart ſo full of heavenly 
confolations; and had not, id her com- 
1 . muands 
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mands on him to write to her, or other. 


wiſe to give ſecret notice of his abiding 


place (that ſhe might have had farther 
converſe with him, and been more ſtrength. 


ned by him in the profeſſion of that truth 


he had inſtructed her in, and which ſhe 
was reſolved to abide by) till ſhe found 
means to reſtore him to his place again, 
Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, 
Antonio having (as | before told you) got- 
ten a letter from her parents to her, where- 
in they laid their commands on her till her 


lord's return, © as ſhe tender'd the favour 


of Almighty God, their bleſſing, and her 
own honour and ſafety, to be ruled and 


guided in all things by her ſpiritual paſtor,” 


(So, being ignorant of his villany, they 


rermed this wicked prieſt), © And what- 
ever he perſuaded her to for the good of 
her ſoul, and bodily preſervation, readily 


to comply with; to whoſe care and inte- 


grity, next to the heavenly proteclion, they 


heartily recommend her till her lord and 
husband came home: This was ſigned by 
both of them. And Antonio having con- 


fulted Fronovius about it, they both came 


| boldly to her apartment, when they knew 


ſhe was in private, and preſented ir to her, 


Charging her to obey it as ſhe „ ö 
| her 
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her ſafety: She no ſooner looked cn it, 
but ſhe aſked them ſo many queſtions, that 
by Antonio's replies, ſhe was not inſenſi- 
ble, they had traduced her to her parents; 
and after ſome juſt reproaches, told them, 
It ſhould not be long, before ſhe would 
go and plead her own cauſe, and doubted 
not ſo to juſtify her proceeding to her pa · 
rents, that the black villany of her baſe 
and treacherous acculers ſhould be unable 
to ſully the brightneſs of her innocence.” 
This at firſt ſtartled them; bur being fully 
reſolved to proceed in their wicked deſigns, 
they plainly told her, © She was at their 
diſpoſal, and that they had orders to carry 
her to a nunnery, where ſhe ſhould be ho- 
nourably uſed, but debarred from deſtruc- 
tive principles ſhe had lately imbibed, till 
her and their lord returned, to take the 
matter into his own hands, and determine 
how he pleaſed to diſpoſe her.” | 
This inſufferable impudence of theſe 
luſtful wretches ſtirred up her zeal to ſo 
much holy anger, and deteſtation of what 
they propoſed, that ſhe in a great paſſion 
proteited to ! Die a thoufand deaths, if ir 
were poſſible, and by the moſt exquiſite 
torments their helliſh malice could invent, 
rather than to be incloſed within the oy 
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of a nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisfied was 
no other than a ſink of fin, and plauſible 
colour for lewdneſs and debauchery. But 
they without replying, offering to force her 
trom the cloſet, ſhe ſtopped her ſtrength 
againſt their rudeneſs, crying out for help 


to the reſt of her ſervants; but Fronovi- 
us, who was the ſteward and governor of 
the family, had fo ordered the matter, that 
thoſe tliat immediately waited upon her, 
were then out of hearing; ſo that without 
any other interruption, than what her 


contending gave them, they hurried her 
into a cloſe chamber in the remoteſt part 
of the houſe, where they locked her in, 
and went to conſult farther, how they 
ſhould ſecretly convey her from thence, 
whilſt ſhe (who expected, after ſuch treat- 
ment, nothing but a violation of her cha- 


ſtity, and would much rather have embra- 
ced death, and counted it a favour). was. 


pouring out her ſoul to God, and implor- 
ing his help in this needſul time of her 
trouble, and begging of him to ſtrengthen 
her faith, 'till on a ſadden, to allay the 
trouble, and afflitions of her mind, ſuch 
beams of joy and comfort darted into her 
ſoul, that ſhe aſſured herſelf, « That that 


merciful God, whoſe gracious. ben 
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ſhe had been ſeeking, would work out de- 
liverance for her in due time.” TT 

Theſe conſpirators, by this time, had 
come to a reſult to rid themſelves, as they 
thought, for ever from the fears they were 
in of their villainous practices being diſco- 
vered; which was this. | 

Fronovius counterfeited a letter in A- 
lanſon's hand ſo very exactly, that if him- 
ſelf had ſeen it, he might have been puz- 
led to diſtinguiſh it from his own; and 
having gotten two ruffians ready, one dreſ- 
ſed in the habit of an officer, and the other 
like a ſervant attending him, Antonio and 
his companion in wickedneſs went to her 
with it, and falling on their knees, with 


| ſome forced tears, humbly implored her 


pardon for indignities they had offered to 
her, beſeeching her to be their good lady, 
notwithſtanding their follies, and they 
would never in the like nature oftend, nor 
do any thing to diſoblige her; with many 
other proteſtations, and much feigned ſor- 
row for their rudeneſs -and deſigns upon 
her chaſtity, intreating her not to diſcover 
it to her Lord. | : 

Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what 
that ſudden alteration, in thoſe who had 
lately ſo rudely treated her, might mean, 

| - Fro- 


* 
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Fronovius delivered her the letter, in 
Which ſhe read theſe words : 


ct 
« 


cc 


you by our mutual affections, that you 


ſuffer not yourſelf to be diſturbed, but 


My dear Deidamia, 
HO? I know, that the news which 
theſe lines will acquaint you with, 
cannot be acceptable to you, yet conjure 


hear what I ſhall tell you, with that pa- 
tience and ſerenity of mind which be. 
comes you, as knowing it is our duty in 
all things that happen to us, to ſubmit 
to the divine will. Know then, my love- 
ly Deidamia, that in a late encounter 
with a party of the enemies, 1 happen- 
ed to be wounded by a chance ſhot, 
which my ſurgeon tells me is mortal; 
and fearing that it may be ſo, and deſiring 
above all things here below, to have 2 
fight of your dear ſelf, before | depart 
out of the world, I have ſent the bear- 
er, Monſ. Durell, one of my captains, to 
conduct you to me forthwith; who is 2 
perſon of that worth and honour, that 
you may truſt yourſelf with him with- 
out the trouble of any attendants, but 
what he brings with him, becauſe l 
would have you come as ſpeedily as my 

” | 60 * 
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«be: which is at preſent all from him, 
« whois both in life and death,” | 


| Nour ever faithful hucband, 
Charleroy, | 
uly 12, 1639. OT IN 

| 7 N b Dz ALAxs ox. 


At the reading of this ſhe trembled, 
looked pale, and ſhed abundance of tears, 
being in the greateſt diſorder and confu- 
ſion imaginable; intreating inſtantly to ſee 
the party that brought it ; promiſing (on 
their renewing their, intreaties) not to dif- 
cover their wickedneſs, if by their futu72 
demeanor they made an amendment for 
what had paſſed; and they thereupon ſo- 
| lemnly promiſed, and led her down into 
the hall, where the pretended captain and 
his ſervant bowed very low te her; and 
being beforehand inſtructed, anſwered all 
her queſtions ſo cunningly, that ſhe veri- 
ly believed the letter to come from her 
lord, and that all he ſaid was true, deſir- 
ing them to refreſh themſelves, whilſt ſhe 
fitted herſelf with other apparel, and took 
ſome jewels, gold, &c. along with her, 
Which done, and being about four in the 
evening, the innocent dove committed ge 

elf 
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ſelf into the talons of theſe bloody vul. 
| tures, mounted behind the ſuppoſed cap- 
tain, who had his inſtructions not to let 
her ſee the next morning dawn. Antonio 
and Fronovius pretended much ſorrow at 
her departure, but inwardly rejoiced, that 
by this ſtratagem they could get her eaſily 
into the trap, without noiſe and diſturb- 
ance ; which had they gone about to do 
by force, her cries might have brought 
reſcue, and prevented their villainous pur- 
poſes: the curſed prieſt indeed would have 
firſt raviſhed her by himſelf and his com- 
panion, and then murdered her at home; 
but the other, conſidering that it would 
be difficult to diſpoſe of the body, contriv- 
ed this way. Bur I muſt leave them for 
ſome time hugging themſelves in their ſe- 
curity, and follow the deceived innocent. 
The bloody cut-throats having got the 
prize, by her too much credulity, into 
their poſſeſſion, took all the by-· ways they 
could. croſſing the country, and holding 
her in diſcourſe with many things relating 
to the war, and ſo ſpun out the time till 
the ſun was near ſetting, when coming in- 
to a valley between two vaſt woods, in a 
place much unfrequenred, they rode into 
one of them, at a turning of a narrow way, 
4 | where 


retic. and ought not to live. 


The FRENCH Convert, Gy 
where the ſuppoſed captain ſtopped, and 
the ruſſian that rode ſingle alighted, and 
ſuddenly pulled Deidamia from behind 


him, who at ſo unexpected a rudeneſs 


trembled, and began to ſuſpect the treach- 
ery; nor was the other flow in diſmount- 
ing, when both carried her farther into 
the wood; upon this, with piteous ſhrieks 
and cries, ſhe demanded the cauſe of ſuch 
violence; but without replying, the vil- 
lain who had carried her, drawing his 
ſword directed it for the fatal thruſt, de- 
ſigning inſtantly to pierce her heart; whilſt 


on her knees ſhe was imploring their pity 


and compaſſion, and iatreating to know in 
what the had oftended, to make them fo 
void of humanity towards a diſtreſſed lady, 
whom they had betrayed into that folirary 
place ; being convinced that her lord had 
given no ſuch commands: No, replied 
they, that's true, nor do. we know him, 
but Antonio and Fronovius have, and we 
muſt obey them; beſides, you are an he- 
Deidamia now finding the was betray- 
ed by her wicked ſervants into the hands 
of theſe mercileſs villains ; and ſeeing no- 
thing but preſent death before her eyes, 
g 8 ſhe 


oo. — _ * 
— — —— — — 
4 — 
— — 
* . 


her religion, for their buſineſs was to mur- 


tain ſaid, Lady! our ume is ſhort, this 
inſtant you muſt die; therefore ſettle your 
mind for the fatal ſtroke : to this ſhe made 
no reply, but continuing on her knees 


with eyes uplifted to heaven, Gighs and 
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ſhe poured out her ſoul to God in vehe- 
ment petitions for ſavour from his hands; 
and that if he ſaw fit ſhe ſhould live no 


Jonger here, that he would receive her in- 
to lite eternal; and that rather, if it were 


required, ſhe might ſeal her profeſſion of 


the reformed religion, in which ſhe had 


found ſo much heavenly conſolation, with 
her deareſt blood, than be prevailed with 
to recant it, But thou, O Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
who deliveredſt Daniel from the fury of 


the lions, and the three children > wi de · 


youring flames, can'ſt, if thou wilt, in this 
extremity, deliver me from theſe blood- 
thirſty men, whom 1 have in no manner 


injured: but be it as thou pleaſeſt, ſo that 


my departing ſoul, when it leaves this mor- 


tal body, may find ſhelter in the arms of 
thy mercy. The villains, wha all this 


while had eyed her, and. ſaw her lovely in 
her tears, troubled not themſelves about 


der her; and therefore the pretended cap 


tears 
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tears being the language of her ſou], his 
7 impious hand was about to give the fatal 
thruſt, but the other catched hold of his 
arm, and ſtopt his ſword ; and after that, 
they whiſpered ; but ſhe knew not what 
they ſaid, till their farther attempt reveal 
ed it. 
They had no ſooner done - conferring 
notes, but they violently forced her on her 
back, and prepared to raviſh her firſt, and 
then put her to death : her cries were up- 
on this redoubled, and ſhe begged death 
rather than the loſs of her chaſtity, open- 
ing her boſom, and tempting their ſwords 
to pierce it. But her beauty in this ſor- 
rowful condition was ſo charming in their 
luſtful eyes, that they were inexorable to 
her cries and prayers. O had Alanſon 
been but there, with what - vengeance, at 
this piteous fight, would his ſword have 
been drawn to their deſtruction, and her 
reſcue | but he being ignorant of the 
wounds his dear lady was about to receive, 
Heaven interpoſed for ker reſcue: for the 
villains fell at difcord, who ſhould firſt en- 
Joy her; and the conteſt grew ſo hot, that 
they diſputed it with their ſwords, and in 
the duel, the pretcndcd captain (moſt for- 

N D 2 ward 
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ward in the miſchief) was run through the 


body, and with a ghaſtly groan yielded up 
his wicked ſoul into, the hands of death. 


"The other being ſorely wounded, and faint- 
ing through loſs of blood, gave Deidamia 


time to fly farther into the woods, wander- 
ing ſo far, that, night covering every thing 
with darkneſs, ſhe thought ſhe might now 


reſt a little to recover breath; and fo fat 


down upon the ground : tho? the dangers 
ſhe had ſo lately eſcaped from wicked men, 
and thoſe that ſhe now feared from wild 
beaſts, would not a long time ſuffer her to 
cloſe her eyes; however ſhe ceaſed not 
with earneſt prayers and ſupplications to 
recommend herſelf to God, and implore 
his aid and protection; who by the late 
wonderful deliverance he had given her, 
had ſufficiently ſhewn her how able he is 
to ſave to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of 
the greateſt dangers. The conſideration 


whereof was a mighty allay to her preſent 


ſorrows, in the midſt of that forlora cou- 
dition to which ſhe was reduced; ſo that 
a little ſupported thereby, ſhe at laſt fell 
into a ſound ſleep, having no other pillow 
than a turf of graſs, nor covering than the 
canopy uf heaven. The morning being 

oe eome, 
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come, Deidamia again returned thanks to 
God, both for her late deliverance, and her 
laſt night's preſervation; earneſtly begging 
of him, I hat as he had graciouſly begun 

to deliver her, ſo he would in his own good 
time complere it, to-his own glory and her 
good ; and thar, though at preſent her af- 
flictions were not joyous but grieyons, yet, 
thro? God's over-ruling providence, they 
might afterwards bring forth for her the 
peaceable fruits of righteoufneſs; humbly 
deſiring ſhe might be kept from harbour- 
ing hard thoughts of God, or of his truth 
and ways, which ſhe had ſo lately embra- 
ced, notwithſtanding any ſufferings ſhe had 
or might meet withal upon that account. 

And having thus recommended herſelf to 
God, ſhe reſolved, if it were poſſible, to 
get out of that deſolate, pathleſs, and to- 
litary place: but the more ſne thought to 
extricate herſelf, the more ſne ſound her- 
{elf entangled, and without hopes of get- 
ting out. The fruits that at that time of 

the year grew upon the trees, ſupplied her 
with food; and the little purling ſtreams 
that iſſued from ſome ſprings in the wood, 

fupplied her with drink: fo that finding it 
mpoſſible to get away, ſhe was content to 

. 1 3 tarry 
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tarry there, till the providence of God 
ſhould find our fome way of deliverance 
for her; being ſatisfied in this, that the 
comforts of converſation, and other con» 
yeniencies that ſhe uſed to have, were 2 
bundantly made up in the communion ſhe 
enjoyed with God, whoſe bleſſed preſence, 
as ſhe has ſince confeſſed, did more than 
recompenſe for all her outward wants ---» | 
In the poſſeſſion of which happineſs we 
will leave her for a time, and look back 
— ſee what beeame of the ſurviving ruf. 
n. | 
His companion (as we have already 
heard) was killed in their conteſt, about 
which ſhould enjoy, or rather raviſh Deida- 
mia firſt; and he that ſurvived-fainted a- 
way through lofs of blood, which (as we 
have already related) made way for Det 
damize's eſcape: But he recovering in ſome 
little time, found means to ſtop its effu- 
fion; and then, miſling of Deidamia, he 
made what ſearch he could for her, not ſo 
much to fatisfy his laſt, (which his loſs of 
blood had pretty much allay*d) as to take 
away her life, that in time to come ſhe 
might not be an evidence of his wicked- 
neſs; but not finding n 
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od BF fearch, he buried his companion, and re- 
ce turned to thoſe that had ſet them to work, 
he telling them, © That Deidamia, when the 
found ſhe muſt die, by a ſurprize, had 
& BY fnatch'd away his companion's ſword, and 
he flain him with it by an unlooked for thruſt: 
ce, But that himſelf had quickly revenged it 
an BF by her own death; and had buried them 
** doth in a deep pit to avoid diſcovery.” 
we BE This they believed, and gave him what 
ck they had promiſed, being _— pleaſ- 
uf. ed that now they were, as they thought 
at leaſt, out of danger. | 
dy BY Whilſt theſe things were thus acted, 
out BW Deidamia's parents were exceedingly trou- 
da. bled, even to that degree, that their fleep 
| 2 WF departed ſrom them; and thote little flam- 
we bers that they ſometimes got, were in- 
er terrupted with ſtrange and kgs, tm 
me i dreams, which were alſo attended with an 
fu unuſual melancholy, of which they could 
give no account. This made them reſolve 
to enquire after Deidamia, of whom they 
bad heard nothing ſince the permiſſion 
they gave to Antonio to carry her to 4 
nunner yr. . 
But Fronovius and Antonio had been 
fo cunning to prevent their diſcovery of 
_ __ the 
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the villainy, that, for a ſum of money, 
they engaged a certain abbeſs of Antonio's 
acquaintance, to acknowledge, when there 
thould be / ccaſion, that Deidamia had been 
brought thither, but that ſhe had made 
her. eſcape from thence, ſo that ſhe knew 
not what was become of her, nor could 
give any account of the reaſon of it, but 
only by a note that ſhe had left behind 
her in her chamber; which note Fronovi- 
us, who, as we have already faid, had a 
potable faculty at counterfeiting of hands, 
had writ ina hand fo like Deidamia's, that 
it could not be diſtinguiſned. They had 
alſo given the abbeſs a ladder of ropes, by 
which it was pretended ſhe had made her 
' eſcape. Fronovius and Antonio, having 
fo well laid their deſign with the abbeſs, 
kept poſſeſſion of Alanfon's houſe without 
fear or controul. And therefore, when 
Deidamia's parents came thither to en- 
quire after their daughter, they received 
them with much ſeeming courteſy and 
k indneſs; and Fronovius told them, That 
though it had unbappily fallen out, that 
their lady had been perverted to hereſy 
ſince the departure of the count her huſ- 
band, yet he had taken that care of the = 
| : muy, 
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mily, in his lord's abſence, which was con- 
fiſtent with his duty; and that, as to his 
lady, the orders they had been pleaſed to 
give to Antonio, to fend her to a nun- 
nery, had been punctually obſerved, and 
he hoped by that means, againſt the com- 
ing home of their lord, ſhe might be again 
reconciled unto her mother church, out of 
which there is no ſalvation. Though 


this diſcourſe of Fronovius was very plau- 
ſible, yet the parents of Deidamia were 


not at all ſatisſied with it, but deſired to 


ſee and diſcourſe with her in the nunvery 


where ſne was; which Fronovius ſeemed 
ready to aſſent to, and with Antonio offer- 
ed their ſervice to accompany them thither, 
telling them, they had given a ſtrict charge 
to the abbeſs, to prevent any heretics 


from coming to her, that none might be 


admitted to ſpeak with her but themſelves, 
or by their immediate order. 
Ihe parents, being for the preſent ſa- 
tisfied with this anſwer, lay there that 
night, big with the hopes they had of ſce- 
mg their daughter next day : which be- 
ing come, they went with Antonio and 
Fronovius to the nunnery, but were ex- 
tremely ſurprized, when they came thi- 
5 ther, 
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ther, to hear the abbeſs ſay, that the 
young lady had been too hard for her, 
and, notwithſtanding all her care and di- 
ligence, had found a way to make her e- 
ſcape but the day before; and then led 
them into the garden, ſhewing them the 
ladder of ropes by which ſhe got over the 
wall; and then taking them into a room 
that ſhe called her chamber, gave them 
the note which Fronovius left with her, 
aſlcing her parents if they knew that hand; 
they haſtily opened it, and thought veri- 
iy it, had been of Deidamia's writing: and 
then reading, found it. to contain theſe 


LY 


4 F FAVING been forced to this place 

« againſt my mind and conſcience, 

jet none be troubled; that L have found 

4 a means to ſet myſelf at liberty; and am 

gone to him, who no doubt will right 

me of the injury done me by my treach- 
* erous. ſervants. | 


| Her parents; upom reading: this. letter; 
believing it to be true, burſt: forth: into 
ws "eg tears 


to ſeek 
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tears for the loſs of their daughter, not 
— in what part of the country 

or her: the only hope they had 
was, that ſhe was gone into Flanders to 
her husband; to which opinion Fronovius 
and Amonio both perſuaded them, from 
chat expreſſion itt the frote, I am gone 
to him that will right my injuries. Upon 
which giving Fronovius 2 charge to be a 
faithful ſteward in his lord's abfence; they 
returned to their own: houſe, where they 
wtit the following letter to the Count, and. 
feat it by an expreſs to Flanders. 


To the Count de Alinfot, Colonel of 
the regiment of Picard, 


Deareſt SON; Io 


10 12 is not without une xpreff he grief 
I, that we write theſe Enes, whiełr bring 

you the ſad tidings of the greateſt affſicti- 
on that ever befel you; and which with« - 
om the divine aid, yon will find it very 
hard to bear; but I hope heaven will” 


0 u under it; it is im brief, the 
oe of Dei idania; I do no not mean by. 
Fr D 65 „death,, 
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« death, for had heayen ordain'd it fo, 
« that would have been far more eligible: 
„ Pur, alas! ſhe is loſt both to herſelf and 
« all of us; and ſhe is, ſince your depar- 
« ture, perverted to hereſy, and turned 
« an obſtinate Hugonot; which whilſt we 
« endeavoured to reclaim her from, by 
« conſenting, upon the advice of your. 
7 chaplain, father Antonio, that de ſhould 
« be put into a nunnery, ſhe is eſcaped 
from thence no one knows whither ; the 
« thought thereof has filled the hearts of 
« myſelf and wife with ſuch unexpreſſible 
G vrief and ſorrow, as hath rendered us 
« altogether unconſolable; our only re- 
„maining hope is, that he may be gone 
to you; and that, if you have not alrea- 
« dy, you may yet hear of her in a few 
« days; for ſhe left behind her in her 

« chamber, at the nunnery of St Bridget's, 
«Whither Fronovius and Antonio condytt 
10 ed her, the . _ 'Y 


TAVING been 3 to this place 
a, againſt my mind and conſcience, 
let none be troubled that J found means 


« to ſet myſclt ar liberty: And am gone 
n 5 io 
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« 40 kim who no doubt will right me of 
« the injury done me by my treacherous 
* ſervants. nes: 

| DEIDAMIA-“ 


« Tt is this note alone that gives us 
ground to hope that you may ſee her a- 
„gain; and 1 pray God it may fall out ac- 
« cordingly. And whenever this loſt ſheep: 
« ſhall be found again, I doubt not but 
« you will lay her in your boſom, accord- 


ing to the example of our great Shep- 


« herd, and by your wonted love and ten- 
« derneſs towards her, endeavour to re- 
« ſtore her again to- the true. fold. and: 
church of Chriſt; to whoſe protection 1 
commit you, and ſo farewel. | 
| 127 | | 18 MoNTA1GN.” 


The Count Alanſon was fo tranſported 
with grief at the reading of this letter, 
that for ſome time he remained ſpeechleſs... 
His trouble was too great to vent itſelf in 
words, ſtill waters being always the deep- 
eſt: but foon after, his ſorrow gave itſelf 
vent in the moſt paſſionate and feeling 


complaints; and then calling for pen and 
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Auen to Sieur Montaign.. 


SIR, 


Recx1ver your letter, the contents 
1 whereof have brought that grief and 
forrow to my heart that will continue there 
for ever, unlefs the ſight of my. deareſt 
Deidamia removes it: her being turned 
Hugonot, is not that which gives me much 
trouble; it rather makes me think there is 
ſomething of good in thoſe opinions, or 
elſe ſo much goodneſs and virtue, as that 
of Deidamia's, could never have embraced 
them. Had you but let her alone in my 
houſe, 1 had been happy tilt; but your 


endeavouring to rechnn her has been the 


ruin of us both: I am fo tranſported with 


grief and anger, that I know not what to 
write, nor would I write at all, bur come 
away immediateſy; were it not for the 


hopes you: give me from the note found 
in che chamber of my deareſt — 
that 
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that ſhe was gone to him that would ſoon 
right her injuries, and that can be none 
but myſelf; might I but recover her a: 
gain, ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken in her 
thoughts. Tis in hopes of her coming, 
that I am eontent to ſtay here a little long 
er: for it is Deidamia alone can make me 
happy. Farewel. „ 

4 AL ANSON.. 


The meſſenger being returned with A- 
hnſon's. letter, it adminiſtred freſh grief 
to Deidamia's parents. For they thereby 
found, that by their too eaſy yielding to. 
Antonio's deſigns, they had not only loſt 
their daughter, but the affections of their 
fon · in- aw. In this ſtate we will now leave 
them, and make Deidamia a. viſit in her 
forrowful folitude,.. 

Deidamia, being in that lonely. plaee, 
each day removed her habitation, until at 
hſt ſhe found a cave to ſecure herſelf from 
the injuries of the weather; and it was 4 
quiet reſting place for her in the night fea». 
for, for by ſhutting 3 mouth of the 
cave, ſhe covered herſelf frem all danger; 
which ſhe looked upon, and thanked God: 


for, as a great mercy: and living upon the 
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fruits that grew in the wood (as J ſaid be- 
fore) ſhe ſpent her time wholly in prayer 
and meditation; and though her diet and 
lodging was extremely changed, yet her 
health was both continued and increaſed; 
and ſhe found that promiſe made good un- 
" her, As thy day is, jo ſhall thy ſtrength 


She had now lived almoſt four months 
inthis ſolitude, and the winter approaching, 
to, make the woods uncomfortable, 
and the cold extremely nipping : fo that 
Deidamia was forced often to walk apace 
to get her a heat. One day, as ſhe had 
walked farther than ordinary, ſhe diſco- 
vered ſome kind of an obſcure path. ſhe 
had not ſeen before; and tho? ſhe knew 
not whither it would lead her, ſhe was re- 
ſolved to follow the tract: ſhe travelled 
Jo far that day, that it was in vain for her 
to think of returning to her beloved cave, 
where ſhe had lain ſo many nights; and 
therefore making the beſt ſhift that ſhe 
could, ſhe fat down upon the ground, 
and recommending herſelf to. the Al 
mighty's protection, compoſed herſelt 
to reſt, The next morning ſhe aroſe 
as ſoon as it was light, and * 

5 or 
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forward. perceived her path to be like that 
of the juſt, which, the wife man tells us, 
Hines more and more unto the perfect day: 
and ſhe was encouraged to go on, becauſe 
ſhe fancied ſhe heard the barking of 
dogs; and after travelling a little farther, 
ſne was well aſſured it was a real thing, 
and not a, fancy only; and therefore 
ſhe purſued her journey the more ea- 
gerly: The ſun had not came to its me- 
ridian, when ſhe heard an unuſual ruſhing 
amongſt the buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to 
know what it might mean, ſhe perceived 
a grave old man, with two dogs following 

him, come from among the trees. They 
were both alike furprized at the interview; 
for the old man, - having never ſeen any 
human creature in that place before, could 
not but be amazed to fee a woman coming 
from the midit of the wood; and there- 
fore addreſſing himſelf to her, he inquired 
by what misfortune ſhe came thither ? in- 
treating her not to be afraid, for ſhe 
ſhould receive no harm from him: Deida- 
mia, upon this, looking earneſtly upon 
him, and perceiving his carriage and de- 
meanour to be what became rhe gravity of 
his years, ſhe told him, « She was indeed 


& The FRENCH ert. 
ina wild place, and knew not the way out 
again.” To this the old man replied, * if 
ſhe would go with him to his homely cot- 


tage, his wife would conduct her out of 
the wood.” Deidamia preſently accepted 


of his kindneſs, and went with him. And 


after they had gone about the ſpace of a 


mile, they came to his houſe; where the 


old woman (who was ſomewhat ſur- 
prized to fee her husband bring a 1 A 
er 


along with him) roſe up, and received 


very courteouſly, deſiring her to fit down 
and refreſh herſelf with ſuch homely fare 
as their cottage afforded, which ſhe did; 
and then aſked her farther how ſhe came 


Into that place. Deidamia deſired: they 


would aſk her no queſtions, for the rela- 
tion of her ſtory would but renew her 
grief; only thus much ſhe would let them 

now, that her being there alive was the 
effet of God's providence in delivering 
her from wicked and blood-thirſty men, 
that ſought to take away her life. Upon 
which, perceiving her to. be full of grief, 
they aſked her ps more queſtions; but 
finding her very weary, they laid her into 


a homely, but clean 53 to repoſe 


herſelf upon the bed. Deidamia was migb- 


tn 
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ty thoughtful what this aged couple might 
be; and whether or go, tor her apparel's 
ſake, and that gold, and thoſe jewels ſhe 
had about her, ſhe —_ not fall into as 
great a danger as that ſhe had formerly e- 
ſcaped; and though ſhe was at 2 | 
of their company, ſhe could have wi 
herſelf in her beloved cave again, But 
her fears were quickly over, when by a 
French Bible, and other good books ſhe 
found in her room, and by the hearty 
prayers of the good old man at night, ſhe 
perceived they were Hugonots, who had 
fled into that ſolitary retirement for the 
fake of their religion. This made her be 
much more free with them, bleſſing God 
for his providence in bringing her thither, 
and reſolving to Continue there, till ſhe 
could meet with an oppurrunizy to return 
home into the arms of her deareſt Alan« 
ſon: and the old couple having underſtood 
her hiſtory more fully, by their pity and 
commiſeration, made her abode with them 
more eaſy; and the communion ſhe had 
With them in the things of another world, 
weatied her from this, in a great meaſures. 
ſe So that here ſhe took up her abode, and 
i. WH continned with them, net only that win- 
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ter, but the year following, until ſhe was 


ſound out by her beloved Alanſon; to 
n it is time that we now return. 


5 count Alanſon hevies tried at 
the camp a whole month after the receiy- 
ing of his father-in-law's letter, in expec- 
tation of ſeeing his deareſt Deidamia, be- 
gan now to be impatient of tarrying any 
longer; and indeed, during all that time, 
be was ſo much changed in hrs carriage, 
humour, and converſation, that all thoſe 
with whom he uſed to converſe in the 
camp, took notice of it, he having aban- 
doned himſelf to an extreme melancholy ; 
therefore defiring of the king to go home, 
both for the recovery of his health, and 
for the ſettling fome affairs in his family, 
he eaſily obtained it; and foon after, tho 
with a heavy heart, arrived there : where 
his firſt buſineſs was to enquire after Dei- 
damia ; but none of the ſervants could give 
any account of her, but Fronovius and An- 
tonio, who gave him the ſame account that 
had been ſent him by his father-in-law: 
after which he ſternly aſked them, How 
they durſt diſpoſe of their lady and mi- 
ſtreſs, contrary to her will, without his 

; con- 
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conſent or knowledge ?” telling them, 
He feared, by the note ſhe had written, 

it was their treachery that was the occaſion 

of her loſs; which if he could but be con- 
firmed in, he would take care they ſhould 
receive a puniſhment ſuitable to the great- 

neſs of their crimes. At which Fronovius 

and Antonio began to tremble, and make 

the beſt excuſes for themſelves they could; 
alledging the conſent of her parents for 
what they did. But that did not at all ſa- 
tisfy Alanſon, who ſoon diſcharged them 
ſrom his ſervice, and refolved to travel in 
ſearch of Deidamia, though he knew nor 
which way to bend his courſe: But after 
many a tedious journey, enquiring amongſt 
thoſe who were favourers of Hugonots, he 
could hear no tidings of her; ſo that full of 
grief and ſorrow, he led a retired, melan- 
caoly lite in his own houſe, abſenting him- 
ſelf from all company, and mourning like a 
turtle that had Joſt his mate, thovgh his 
friends, by all means poſſible endeavoured 
tocomfort him; perſuading him to ſurceaſe' 
: bis grief, for that it was probable Deidamia, 
by ſome misfortune or other, was dead; and 
i- cherefore they adviſed him to think of a 
is ſecond marriage, as that which would re- 
a- bi. ſtore 
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ſtore his former gaiety, and make him for- 
get Deidamia. But the more they en- 

eavoured to perſuade him, the more he 
was reſolved to the contrary ; and there- 
fore to avoid their continued importuni- 
ties, he fixed his reſolution once more to 
travel in queſt of her; which accordingly 
be did, but without ſucceſs : and there- 


fore he reſolved to return again to his 


own houſe, and there ſpend the remaind- 
er of his days in ſolitude. 

But as he was returning home, in his 
way, he met with a vaſt concourſe of peo- 
ple, and demanding the occaſion of it, he 


was told a criminal was going to be broken 


on the wheel, for 2 murder he had com- 
mitted; upon which, curioſity led him to 
ſae the execution; and getting pretty near, 
the malefactor caſt his eyes upon him, and 
ſtraightway knew him to be Alanſon, the 
husband of Deidamia; and being ſmitten 
with remorſe of conſcience, he beckoned 
Alanſon to come near, and humbly begged 
his pardon tor the wrong he had done him. 
At this, Alanſon both ſtarted and fell a 
trembling, fearing it was for her murder 
the criminal was todie: but coming nearer, 
the malefactor aſked him, © If be by 
« Near 
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4 heard any news of his lady?” and then 
in tears confeſſed, * that himſelf and ano- 
« ther had been hired to murder her, to 
« which end they carried her into a great 


wood, (which he named to him) but by 


« a miraculous providence ſhe eſcaped out 
« of their hands; that afterwards he had 
reported to thoſe that ſet him to work, 
that he had actually murdered her; for 
« which he received the reward, but 
« which way ſhe eſcaped, he knew not; 
and that this was about two years ſince,” 

The Count urged him to tell the names of 
thoſe that had ſo hired him; but he ſaid, 
He had ſworn upon the holy ſacrament 
« of the altar never te diſcloſe them, and 
« that he feared damnation if he ſhould: 
« Only, ſaid he, this 1 may ſay, without 
breaking my oath, they were two perſons 
« in whom you have put a great deal of 
confidence. And then ſolemnly atteſt- 
ed, that what he ſaid was the truth,” 
and ſoon after was executed. | 
This dying criminal's confeſſion con» 
firmed Alanſon, that Deidamia had been 
treacherouſly carried thither, either from 
his houſe or the nunnery; and he no lon- 
ger doubted that Fronovius and Antonio 
were the perſons that had hired villains to 
| murder 
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murder her; and therefore, chbagh they 
had been removed from his ſervice ſome 
time, yet he was reſolved to purſue them, 
in order to bring them to juſtice: but ſirſt 
he intended to make a freſh ſearch after 
Deidamia, the criminal having given him 


an account where ſhe eſcaped from them; 
and therefore he thought, if the was {till 


alive, ſhe might be ſomewhere in the vi- 


cinity. of that wood : towards that there- 
fore he bended his courſe; and being ar- 
rived in ſight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt 
a place it was, he perceived it would be a 
difficult thing to find her, even though ſhe 
was there: yetat his entering in he con- 
ceived fome hopes in his mind, that he 
ſhould not loſe his labour. Whereupon 
alighting, and giving his horſe to his ſer- 


vant, (who had attended him in all his me- 


lancholy travels) and charging him to at- 


tend there till he came back, he went in- 


to the wood alone, and found himſelf en- 
tangled amongſt thickets, briars and buſh- 
es; yet {till he went on, ſearching every 
cave and ſolitary place, often calling out, 
Deidamia! till darkneſs coming on, made 
him think of returning to his man ; but 


he found he was ne too far to retreat 
back 
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back in time, and therefore reſolved to g0 


forward: and being, no doubt, guided by 
providence, he happened upon that cave 
where Deidamia had ſo often bewailed his 
abſence, and mourned her own ſolitary 
ſtate; and there he reſted his weary and 


tired body for that night, reſolving to pur- 
fue his ſearch the next morning; which 


being come, juſt as he was going out of the 
cave. he perceived ſomething ſparkle very 
brightly on the ground, which he took 
up; and looking on it in the open light, 
he found it to be a locket of diamonds 
which he had formerly given Deidamia, 
and ſhe unwittingly had dropt there. The 
finding of this filled him with ſome tranſ- 
ports of joy, as looking upon it as an ear- 
neſt of his good ſucceſs in finding the 
owner: thereupon he often repeated her 
name very loud, but could receive no an- 
ſwer but by ſome broken echoes, and 
therefore went on he knew not whither ; 
but being directed by the ſame providence 
that had before conducted her to the cave, 
when he had wandered ſo far that he was al- 
molt hopeleſs, he was ſuddenly ſet upon by 
two whiffling curs, which, upon offering 
to draw his ſword, ran away barking from 
| e e 
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him; which he purſuing, came in a little 


time to a path, where he could diſcern 
the footſteps of human creatures, which 
very much revived his hopes, and encou- 


raged him ſtill to go on. He had not 
gone far before he diſcerned ſmoke to if- 
ſue from a ſmall cottage; to which, as he 
approached nearer, he was again ſaluted by 
the furious barking of thoſe dogs whom 
he had before purſued. This was the 
cottage where Deidamia reſided, who, up- 
on the bark ing of the dogs, looking out to 
ſee what was the matter, eſpied Alanſon 
coming towards her, and (che idea of his 
image being continually in her breaſt) ſhe 
no ſooner ſaw but knew him, and running 
into his arms in an exceſs of joy, was on- 


ly able to cry out, Ah! my dear lord A- 


: Janſon: but exceſs of Joy proves ſome- 


times fatal; and it had like to have done 
ſo to Deidamia, for ſhe immediately ſwoon- 
ed away in his arms. The dogs ſtill continu- 
ed their barking, which alſocauſed the good 
old woman of the cottage to ſee what the 
cauſe was. She was extremely ſurprized 
to ſee a genteel ſtranger there, and Dei. 
damia fainting in his arms; however, ſhe 
made what haſte ſhe could to endeavour 

Ns her 
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e her recovery, deſiring Alanſon to bring 
1 her into the houſe; which he immediate- 
h 


ly did, telling the good woman that he was 
6 Deidamia's husband, which ſhe (being ve- 


t ry well acquainted with Deidamia's ſtory) 
| was very glad to hear. It was a conſider- 
e able time before Deidamia could be 


y brought to herſelf, which ſo much afflict- 
n ed the Count, that he was almoſt ready to 
e faint away himſelf. But his lady being 


4 again recovered, Alanſon, with a thouſand 
o | + kifſes and endearing expreſſions, affured 
n her of the truth, reality and conſtancy of 
I his affections towards her, whilſt ſhe, on 
e the other hand, ſeemed to be the moſt ſa- 
o tisfied creature in the world, in that ſhe 
5 had once more ſeen her deareſt lord A- 
. lanſon; deſiring him not to be troubled at 
. her fainting away, ſince it was only occaſi- 
0 oned by the exceſs of joy ſhe conceived in 
25 ſeeing him again; and that death itſelf 
- vVould have been eaſy to her upon fo hap- 


4 py an occaſion, and eſpecially dying in his 
Fi arms. 

Whilſt in this manner they were ex- 
preſſing the ardency of their affections to 
each other, the good man of the houſe 

came home, and being told by his wife 
| SE 2 that 
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that Deidamia's husband was there, he was 
cverjoyed ; and coutteouſly ſaluted Alan- 
ſon, telling him, He was ſure he was a 
welcome man there to them all, but eſpe- 
cially to Deidamia, who had long mourn- 
ed his abſence. Alanſon kindly thanked 
him, and told him, he ſhould ever honour 
him as .the refuge and preſerver of his 
dear lady. And after ſuch civilities on 
each ſide paſſed, the good woman ſet be- 
fore him ſuch homely refreſhment as ſhe 
had prepared on the table: Alanſon eat 
but little, Deidamia's preſence being 


more to him than all the dainties in the 


world; yet perceiving with what coarſe 
fare his lady had been there contented, he 
praiſed her humility, and wondered at her 
virtue. Dinner being ended, Alanſon was 
concerned for his ſervant, whom he had 


left in the entrance of the wood, and 


would have gone back to him; but che 
good old man would by no means let him, 
telling him he would go himſelf, becauſe 
he better knew the way, and could more 
eaſily find it; and fo taking his dogs along 
with him, he went accordingly: The man 
having waited at the entrance of the wood, 
from the time that his maſter went into . 
ti 
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till the next morning, and hearing nothing 
of him, leaving his horſes in the fields ad- 
joining to the wood, reſolved to find him 
out; and having got a gocd way, he met 
the old gentleman, who was coming to 
bim; and enquiring of him for his malter, 
whom he deſcribed, he told him he had 
both ſeen, and was come from him, to 
conduct him where he was, and that he had 
found his lady ; at this the ſervant was ve- 
ry glad, and joy ſully went along with him. 
After the old gentleman was gone for the 
ſervant, the Count and his lady went into 
the woods, and there the gave him a par- 
ticular account of all her ſorrows and ſuf- 
ferings ſince his departing from her, and 
the reaſon of her ſtaying where ſhe was, 
viz. The old gentleman not daring to ga 
out of the wood with her, he being a pro- 
{cribed perſon; and to go without him was 
to endanger her own life; beſides, ſhe 
knew not how Antonio might have order- 
ed matters, having the pretence of hereſy  - | 
to lay to her charge; and that hearing no- | 
thing of him in all this time, ſhe thought 
his affections might have been eſtranged 
from her. But Alanſon aſſured her to 
the contrary, telling her, he could not but 
E 3 won- 
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wonder at the unparallel'd villainy of Fro- 
novius and Antonio, and that he had turn- 
ed them out of his ſervice ſoon after he 
came home from the camp. After which, 
the old gentleman and Alanfon's ſervant, 
being (as before related)arrived at the cot- 
tage, the evening was far ſpent, and ſo 
they all betook themſelves to reſt. 
Ihe next morning, Alanſon was pre- 
paring for his return home: but before 
they went, their aged landlord would need 
have them ſtay and dine, and in diſcourſe 
told him, He was once a tenant of his ſa- 
ther's; but by cruel edicts was forced not 
only to leave that farm, but his paternal 
inheritance; ſuffering the ſpoils and loſs of 
all, for the ſake of Chriſt and a good con- 
ſcience; and in this ſolitary retirement, 
had enjoyed more true peace and ſatisfac- 
tion, than in all the pleaſure ot his forepaſt 
lite. The Count then aſked him his name? 
which he told him was De la Mont; upon 
which he preſently knew and embraced 
him, ſaying, That tho* himſelf was of 
the Romiſh perſuaſion, yet he had often 
pitied his ſufferings; adding, That it was 
given out, he died in priſon.” The pious 
Deidamia, from this diſcourſe, took an oc- 


caſion 
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caſion to ſay, Ah! my deareſt lord, you 
ſee what a cruel and mercileſs religion it - 
is that you profeſs, and which through the 
goodneſs of God, I have lately departed, 
from.” „1 am not ſurprized (ſaid Alan- 
ſon) at that which you ſay, for I was in- 
formed in Flanders that you had changed 
your religion.“ I wiſh to God replied, 
Deidamia, that yourſelf, my deareſt lord, 
was likewiſe made a partaker of the ſame 
happy change.” Upon this Monſ. De la 
Mont put in, and laid down ſuch weighty 
reaſons for the truth of the reformed re- 
ligion, and againſt the errors of the church 
of Rome, that it encouraged Deidamia 
farther to go on, and ſhew the viciouſneſs 
and debauchery of the Romiſh Clergy, 
their bloody principles and perſecuting 
ſpirit; ſo that Alanſon was forced to con- 
feſs, that what was alledged againſt the 
practices was true, but as to their princi- 
ples (abating that of perſecution) he be- 
lieved they might be miſtaken: Upon 
which Deidamia replied, I am glad, my 
dear lord, to find you are againſt perſecu- 
tion; I hope then you will be willing I 
ſhall enjoy the liberty of my conſcience, 
the only happineſs 1 have had in this ſoli- 
1 E 4 tary 
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ary retirement ; and that you will never 
go about to compel me to go to maſs, 
which I will rather chuſe to die than do.” 
To this Alanfon replied, © That he was no 
fueh bigot as to think that thoſe that ſin- 
cerely worſhipped God, according to the 
beft of their underſtanding, as he was confi- 
dent Deidamia did, might not be accepted 
of him, though of an opinion different 
from himſelf: And as to compel her to go 
to maſs, if by arguments he could not per- 
fuade her to it, he ſolemaly promiſed he 

never would uſe any other means.“ 
And being now ready to depart, Alan- 
ſon offered La Mont ſtore of gold for 
their kindneſs to his lady) while ſhe 
had been with them, which he abſo- 
hutely refuſed, ſaying, Her converſation 
had been fo agreeable, that they were the 
perſons who had been obliged. So that 
leave being taken, and La Mont praying 
that God would go along with them, and 
make their way proſperous, they parted, 
and coming out of the wood, the ſervant 
readily found the horſes; and Deidamia, 
getting up behind her lord, they made 
the beſt of their way towards Alanſon's 
houſe; where they were received with the 
| rejoicing 
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rejoicing of their acquaintance, and much 
more of her parents, to whom in a day or 
two they made a viſit, Deidamia being re- 
ceived by them as one riſen from the dead. 
And the ſtory of their daughter's troubles 
being all related to them, they could not 
but admire the providence of God, in pre- 
ſerving her, and wonder at the monſtrous 
wickedneſs of Fronovius and Antonio, who, 
upon their hearing of the confeſſion of the 
dying criminal, had withdrawn themſelves 
from their former reſidences. And Anto- 
nio (the better to eſcape deſerved puniſh- 
ment for his luſtful attempts upon Deida- 
mia's chaſtity) went privately to the biſhop 
of Rheims, and told him that Count A- 
lanſon's lady was depraved with hereſy, 
in which ſhe was ſo much countenanced by 
her lord, that himſelf, for endeavouring 
to reclaim her, was turned out of the fa- 
mily, and cut off from all intereſt in it, 
and therefore came humbly to beg his pro- 
tection againſt fo powerful an adverfary, 
ſince what he had done, was only out of 
zeal to promote the catholic religion. 
The biſhop received him into his protec- 
tion, and writ a ſharp letter to the Count 
about it; who having received it, believed 
| E 5 1 
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it was done by the inſtigation of Antonio, 
whom he heard he had entertained: and 
being troubled that ſo great a villain ſnould 
find any countenance from the biſhop, he 
writ back again toknow the names of thoſe 
that had ſoinjuriouſly informed him againft 
his lady; but the biſhop would not gratiſy 
him fo far in his defires. This made the 
Count return him a fecond letter written 
in a more angry tile, declaring, « That if 
he could not have juſtice from him, the 
king himſelf ſhould be acquainted with it, 
and by him he would ſeek redreſs,” This 
fo nettled the biſhop, that he ſent examin- 
ers to his lady to interrogate her about her 
religion, of which the Count having ſome 
intimation, ſent her to her parents, who 
were extremely troubled at thefe freſh 
misfortunes, and mightily ſcandalized at 
the villainy of Antonio, and the biſhop's 
protecting him from juſtice, grew there- 
upon very cold in the profeſſion of the po- 
piſn religion, which fo furiouſly perſecut- 
ed innocence and virtue, and countenanced 
the greateſt wickedneſs: i his the pions. 
Deidamia wiſely improved, and fo. effec- 
tually wrought with them, by her warm 
and zealoys diſcourſes, that thro? the ope- 


ration 
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4ci0n of God's holy Spirit aſſiſting her, 
they were both brought over to the em- 
bracing of the truth. 

The biſhop's examiners, being difap: 
| ine returned back without their er- 
rand; upon Which the biſhop threatned 
to excommunicate both Alanſon and his 
family; and was ſoon after as good as his 
word. Upon this Alapfon poſts away to 
the king who was then at Marly, where 
he complained of the injury done him by 
the biſhop of Rheims, both in excommu- 
nicating him, and protecting a villainous 
criminal from juſtice. But it ſeems the 
biſhop had been before hand with him, 
and made his complaint firſt. For the 
king received him very coldly, and told 
him, the biſhop of Rheims was a good 
man, and he left his buſineſs wholly 
to him. On which Alanſon returned 
home much diſcontented, and found that 
in his abſence freſh ſearch had been made 
in his houſe for his lady, though without 
ſucceſs. Then he went to the biſhop 
himſelf, and boldly charged him with en- 
tertaining a wicked perſon,” to the preju- 
dice of his honour; telling him who he 
* and declared his crimes, deſiring he 
E 6 might 
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might be brought forth, and his lady 
ſhould appear. But the biſhop refuſing 
this, and telling him, his lady was accuſed 
of hereſy, and he of countenancing it; the 
Count in a kind of holy anger, told him, 
That religion could not be of God, which 
encouraged villainy, and fought the de- 
ſtruction of them that were virtuous. At 
this the biſhop ſtormed, and told him, 
That he ſhould be anſwered in another 
manner.“ And ſoon after, he had ſecret 
notice from Court, That upon a freſh 
complaint of the biſhop's, both he and his 
lady were proſcribed as Hugonots; and 
that, notwithſtanding his friends interceſſi- 
on, and his own former merits, his places 
were taken away, and his eſtate ordered 
to be ſezed, as a terror to others. Alan- 
ſon finding himſelf unable to withſtand 
this ſtorm, packed up the richeſt of his 
effects, and privately ſent them to his 
wife's father, where ſhe was all this while 
concealed, and then followed after himſelf. 
Where, having deelared the great injuſtice 
he had met withal, contrary to all religion, 
Honour, honeſty, and conſcience, he then 
tolch his relations he was reſolved by God's 
help to embrace that religion, for ay 
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he had been a ſufferer before he was a 
profeſſor ; © for that religion could not be 
of God, that did fo evidently fet up the 
kingdom of the devil.” At which they all 
r joiced, and Deidamia more eſpecially ; 

o paſſionately embracing him, ſaid, 
10 «Mite father and mother were of the 
_ fame mind with him.” At which Alanſon 
was the more encouraged. Bur left their 
adverſaries ſhould come thither to ſearch 
for them, they withdrew into a ſmall vil- 
lage and lived obſeurely, while La Mont 
could hear of a convenient veſſel to tranſ- 
port them into a country where they might 
enjoy more Iiverty. 5 


You have before heard how Bernard 
the gardener was ſold to a maſter of a ſhip 
belonging to one of the French plantations 
in the Weſt- Indies; before we conclude, 
we will briefly ſhew how God's provi- 
dence watched over him for good alfo. In 
his voyage at fea they met with fo extra- 
ordinary a ſtorm, that all expected preſent 
death, but Bernard was very calm, putting 
vp his fervent prayer to Almighty God, 
which was followed with a very great ſere- | 
nity and calmneſs. This made the maſter 

have 
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have a reſpe& for him, and oftentimes 
diſcourſed with him, his behaviour being 
always fober, and his diſcourſe favoury. 
he maſter having made his voyage, ſold 
Bernard for a ſlave, and having ſtaid there 
about two months, returned again to 
rance, but the diſcourſes and behaviour of 
rnard had made ſo deep an impreſſion in 
nis mind, that he was greatly troubled for 
having ſold him, inſomuch that he could 
not reſt, until he had taken a ſolemn reſo- 
lation, the next voyage he made, to bring 
him back; and accordingly the next year 
making another voyage thither, he made 
it his buſineſs to enquire after him, and 
having found him, aſk'd if he was willing 


to have his liberty, and return to his ] 


country? Bernard replied, he never was 
in love with ſlavery; but was contented 
under it whilſt God's providence ordered 
it ſo ; but if he might have his liberty, he 
would chuſe it rather, Whereupon the 


maſter paid bis ranſom, and brought him 


back to France; nor was he a loſer by 


it; for as a recompence for his kindneſs it 


pleaſed God to make Bernard an inſtru- 
ment to open his eyes, and bring him to 
the acknowledgement of the truth. Ber- 


nard 


; 


4 


The FRENCH Convert. 105 
nard being again got into his own coun- 
try, made it his whole buſineſs to _— 
after the welfare of Alanſon's family, and 
being told of the ſufferings that had late 
befallen them, he was extremely grieved, 
tho? at the ſame time he could not but re- 
joice that they ſuffered in ſo good a cauſe. 
And ſpeaking of them to ſome of his old 
Chriſtian friends; he was told by one of 
them, that both the Count and his lady | 
lived obſcurely and in diſguiſe in the neigh- 
bouring village, and that if he had a mind 
to ſee them, he would give him à note to 

the gentleman of the houſe, upon which 
he ſhould have admittance to them; or o- 
therwiſe they would not be {| poken with 
by any ane. 

Bernard gladly accepted of his friend's 
kindneſs, and ſtraightway went to the 
houſe, and delivered the gentleman the 
note; the purport of which was this, 

„That he had known the bearer many 
years for a faithful friend and brother, 
and that he had been formerly a ſervant 
of the Count Alanſon's, and had a great 
defire to ſee his lady, which he might ſafe- 

Iy let him do.” 


Upon reading this note, the ng 
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deſired him to come in, and ſent up one 
of his ſervants to acquaint Deidamia, there 
was one below deſired to ſpeak with her; 


upon which Bernard was preſently called 
- uſps: | 
- . Deidamia was mightily ſurprized to ſee 
Bernard, whom ſhe thought ſhe ſhould ne- 


ver have ſeen more, and very much re- 


joiced at it; introducing him to her lord, 
and afterwards to her parents, who all 
made very much of him, and were glad to 
ſee him. And having communicated the 


various providences of God to one another 
ſince they had been parted, they all bleſſ- 


ed the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 


wonderful works to the childfen of men; 
and afterwards conſulted how to procure a 
veſſel to convey them out of danger. 

Bernard gave them an account, that the 


maſter of the veſſel which brought him 
back to France, was alſo converted; and 


that now his veſſel lay ready to ſail for 
Denmark, and he was ſure he would be 
glad to ſerve them. To this they all a- 
greed; and thereupon Bernard went im- 
mediately to the maſter of the ſhip, who 
readily conſented to carry them, and or- 
dered their goods to be brought preſent - 


, 
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ly, and themſelves to come aboard at mid- 
night; at which time Bernard conducted 
them to the ſhip, and then went aboard 
with them in quality of their ſervant ; and 
ſoon after, the wird ſerving, they ſet fail 
for Denmark; where being arrived, and 
tarrying a few days, they hired a Dutch 
veſſel ro carry them to Rotterdam, and 
from thence they went by boat to U- 
trecht; which being a pleaſant place, and 


a very good rr oy reſolved to mo 
there. 


'Thus, courteous creme; thon haſt had 
a brief, but true relation of the mercy. 
and goodneſs of God to that noble family, 
which is the ſubje& of this narrative: 
and he that reads it throughout ſeriouſly, 
will find cauſe to make the ſame obſerva- 
tions that David did of old, Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace,” which the 
apoſtle St. James farther exemplifies in his 
-epiſtle, © You have heard of the patience of 
Job, and have ſeen the end of the Lord, 
hov he is very pitiful and of tender mercy.” 
Here you have ſeen the great diſtreſs of 
Danis and here you have ſeen the 
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goodneſs of God in her deliverance. Here 
you have ſeen the Count Alanſon rifled of 
all his eſtate and poſſeſſions; and here you 
have ſeen how God has graciouſly made 
it up, in giving him. that faith which is 
far more precious than the gold which pe- 
riſneth. * 


But I cannot conclude without giving 
you an account of the judgment of God 
upon Fronovius and Antonio, that others 
may fear and give glory to God. 


Fronovius, after the ſeizure of Alan- 
ſon's eſtate, and his departure into Hol- 
land, returned into thoſe parts, but find- 
ing himſelf hated by all men for his vil- 
lainy, he retired into Normandy, where ſo- 
liciting his landlord's daughter to yield to 
his luſt, and ſhe refuſing it, he took an 
opportunity to raviſh her, for which he 
was hanged without the gates of Roan, 


And as for Antonio, though he eſcap- 
ed the juſtice' of man, he could not eſcape 
the judgment of God: for falling diſtract- 
ed a little time after, he confeſſed it was 


God's judgment upon him for the * 
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he had wrought againſt his lord Alanſon 
and his virtuous lady; ſaying, © They 

bad taken a way to be faved, but he was 

| fare to be damned; and ſo daſhing out his 
own brains againſt a wall, he died miſer- 

| ably.” Both of them verifying the words 

of the inſpired penman; Is not deſtruo- 
tion to the wicked, and. a ſtrange puniſh- 
ment to the workers of iniquity,” 
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A Brief Account of the Preſent Per- 


ſecutions of the Fazncn Proteſtants. 


IE reſtleſs malice of the great ene- 
my of mankind, againſt the church 

of God, has been ſufficiently manifeſted 
in all ages of the world; and began to ex- 
ert itſelf firſt of all in Cain, who killed his 
brother Abe], becauſe his own deeds were 
wicked, and his brother's righteous, as the 
holy ſcriptures inform us : and it has been 
his frequent practice, when he could not 
withdraw the people of God from the pro- 
feſſion of the truth by the bait of world- 
ly advantage, to raiſe a flood of perſecu- 
tion againſt them, by that means to extir- 
pate them, if it were poſhble, out of the 
earth, of which no people in Europe have 
in this age had more fatal experience than 
the poor Proteſtants in France, who have 
been ſo barbarouſly uſed by the blood- 
thirſty Papiſts there, that a true account of 
their ſufferings will appear to the next age 
- rather 


* 
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rather like romantic fictions, than (as in- 
deed they are) realities. And there ate 
two things in it that appear alike admir- 
able; and they are, the barbarous rage 
and cruelty of the perſecutors, and the in- 
vincible courage and conſtancy of the poor 
ſufferers, who are ſo mightily ſupported 
by the divine grace,. that they not only 
triumph over all their tortures, but ſuffer 
joyfully the loſs of all, as knowing that 
they have in heaven a better and a more 
enduring ſubſtance-------But I will recite 

briefly ſome inſtances of their ſufferings. 
Some they condemn to the galleys, where 
they are coupled commonly with the vileſt 
miſcreants, condemned thither for the moſt 
flagitious crimes, whoſe fearful oaths and 
execrations are continually wounding their 
pious ears: there are generally five of 
them placed upon every form, fettered 
with a heavy chain of about ten or twelve 
foot long: they ſhave their heads from 
time to time, to ſhew they are ſlaves, and 
are not allowed to wear their hats or per- 
riwigs: they have only beans, and nothing 
elſe for their food, with about fourteen 
dounces of coarſe bread a day, and no wine 
at all. They are devoured in 1 by 
| ICC, 
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lice, and in the ſummer by bugs and fleas, 
and forced to lie upon one another, as 
hogs in a ſty ; and every day threatened 
and tormented by friars and prieſts, who 
not being able to convince them by reaſon, 
think to do it by ſeverity. =. 
Some are put in priſon, and kept in 
naſty dungeons and holes, full of mire and 
dirt, without any bed, or ſo much as ſtraw 
to lie upon, and not ſuffered to have the 
leaſt glimmering of the ſun, or the light. 
of a candle; and allowed fo ſmall a quan- 
tity of victuals, as is hardly ſufficient to 
keep them alive. In this miſerable caſe, 
+ without any pity to 'em, ſome have been 
kept above a year together. One of them 
being viſited after twelve months impriſon- 
ment in this manner, by one called a di- 
rector of conſcience, juſt as they were go- 
ing to bring him his ſmall allowance, he 
could not forbear crying out, as ſoon as 
he ſaw him, Lord, in what a condition are 
you, Sir! To which the poor ſufferer re- 
plied, with a Chriſtian fortitude, worthy 
of the cauſe he ſuffered for, Could you 
but ſee the ſecret pleaſure my heart expe- 
riences, you would think me too happy.” 


The prieſt told him, The greateſt ſuffer- 
Ly ings 
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ings did not entitle to the glory of martyr- 
dom, unleſs he ſuffered for truth and juſ- 
tice. To this the poor priſoner reply'd, 
he granted it; but that was his caſe; 
the Holy Ghoſt ſo ſealed it to his heart, 
that the very thoughts thereof ſupported 
him in the midiſt of all his afflictions: This 
perſon has thro' God's providence been 
{ince delivered; and has declared, that the 
conſolations that God out of his infinite. 
love afforded to him, were fo great, that 
he little regarded the miſeries he was re- 
duced to, tho? he continued in that lament- 
able dondition about two and twenty 
months, without changing his cloaths, till 
his beard was grown as long as the hair of 
his head, and his face as pale as a plaiſter- 
ed wall; he declared alſo, that when he 
was delivered, the number of thoſe chain- 
ed to the gallies for the ſake of religion, 
was about three hundred and ſeventy, who 
glorified God in their ſufferings, with an 
unparallel'd courage and conſtancy. | 


